TOWN OF CUMBERLAND
MEETING OF THE TOWN COUNCIL
MONDAY - JANUARY 24, 2000

*****-6:00

P.M. WORKSHOP-

COtJNCir=-::-OPEN SPKCE-COM.MITTEE

I.

Call to order at the Cumberland Town Hall at 7:00 p.m.

II.

Approval of Minutes
a. January 10, 2000

III.

Manager's Report

IV.

Public Discussion

V.

Legislation and Policy
00-05 To consider and act on application of J. Gail Terison d/b/a Terison's Log Cabin for a
Victualer's license.

VI.

Correspondence

VII.

New Business

VIII.

Adjourn

MEMBERS OF THE TOWN COUNCIL
Peter Bingham (Chair)
Stephen Moriarty
John Lambert, Jr.
Jeffrey Porter

829-5713
829-5095
781-5282
829-4129

James Phipps
Harland Storey
Mark Kuntz

Town of Cumberland web site: www.cumberlandmai.ne.com

846-6274
829-3939
829-6482

MEMO

TO:

TOWN COUNCIL

FROM:

ROBERT BENSON

DATE:

JANUARY 20, 2000

RE:

TOWN COUNCIL AGENDA FOR JANUARY 24, 2000

Please note that there will be a workshop with the Open Space committee starting at 6:00 p.m. At
that time the committee chairman, Phil Gleason will present a draft report to the Council and will
discuss the draft. I believe he will brief you on the procedure that he would like to see followed:
to present it to the Council in draft form Monday night and then circulate it to the Planning Board
and Conservation Commission. He intends to get input from those groups and formally present
the report to the Town Council at the second meeting in February.
Legislation and Policy is self-explanatory
Under New Business, Carla and I will be discussing her meeting with Time Warner regarding
negotiations for a new contract with Time Warner which would be a benefit as we try and move
into televising meetings.
Scott Poulin has scheduled a meeting with the SAD 51 Board of Directors, North Yarmouth
Selectmen and Cumberland Council, on Monday, February 7, 2000 from 5:00 - 6:30 p.m. This is
advisory at the time of this writing and I'll confirm Monday night.

TOWN OF CUMBERLAND
MEETING MINUTES OF THE TOWN COUNCIL
MONDAY - JANUARY 10, 2000

*****

6:00 P.M. WORKSHOP - BOARDS/COMMITTEES

*****

Present: Stephen Moriarty, Mark Kuntz, Jeffrey Porter, Harland Storey, John Lambert, Jim Phipps
Absent: Peter Bingham (excused)

I.

The meeting was called to order by Vice-Chairman Moriarty at the Cumberland Town
Hall at 7:00 p.m.

II.

Approval of Minutes
a. December 13, 1999
Councilor Phipps moved to approve the minutes of December 13, 1999 with the
correction that the Landing committee be combined with the Islands committee.
Seconded by Councilor Kuntz.

III.

VOTE: UNANIMOUS (6)

Manager's Report
Town Planner, Donna Larson reviewed issues regarding sub-division growth control. A
workshop is scheduled regarding this issue at the January 18, 2000 Planning Board
meeting.

IV.

Public Discussion
None.

V.

Legislation and Policy
00-01

To consider and act on Victualer's license for Rt. 9 Junction Station House Pizza.
Councilor Lambert moved to extend the current temporary Victualer's license until
March 26, 2000 to correspond with the State's issuance of a 90-day license that will
expire March 26, 2000, including a paragraph that explains to Rt. 9 Junction Station
House Pizza that the Town expects them to have submitted an application for the Council
meeting held March 131\ 2000. At that time, the Town Council may grant a conditional
license based upon meeting the state re~uirements of March 26, 2000. If the
requirements are met prior to March 131 ', 2000, the license may be issued for the balance
of the year.
Seconded by Councilor Kuntz.

00-02

VOTE: UNANIMOUS (6)

To authorize Town Manager to borrow $825,000 in Tax Anticipation Notes.
Councilor Storey moved to authorize the Town Manager to borrow $825,000 In Tax
Anticipation Notes, and to award the bid to People's Bank at an interest rate of 4.29% for
the 6 month period, also to authorize the following order of the Cumberland Town
Council:

TOWN COUNCIL
JANUARY IO, 2000

TOWN OF CUMBERLAND, MAINE
ORDER OF TOWN COUNCIL
AUTHORIZING TAX ANTICIPATION BORROWING
ORDERED:
I.

ORDER #00-02

That pursuant to Section 577 l of Title 30-A of the Maine Revised Statutes, the
Treasurer is hereby authorized and empowered on behalf of the Town to borrow
money from time to time during fiscal year 2000, in an aggregate principal amount
not to exceed $825,000, at any one time outstanding, in anticipation of collections or
receipts from taxes, by the issuance of a tax anticipation note or notes of the Town,
which notes shall be designated "Town of Cumberland 2000 Tax Anticipation Note"
(the "Note"). Such Note may be issued at one time or from time to time and such
Note, and any extension, renewal or replacement thereof, shall be signed by the
Treasurer, countersigned by the Chairman of the Town Council and sealed with the
Town seal attested by its Clerk, shall be payable on or before June 30, 2000, out of
money raised by taxation during the fiscal year 2000 and shall contain such terms and
provisions not inconsistent herewith and shall be sold on such terms and be in such
form as shall be approved by the Treasurer and the Director of Finance of the Town.

2. That the bid of Peoples Heritage Savings Bank for the purchase of said Tax
Anticipation Note bearing interest at the rate of 4.29% per annum, payable at
maturity and at a price of $825,000 be and the same hereby is approved and accepted,
and said $825,000 principal amount of Tax Anticipation Note shall be issued and
sold to said Peoples Heritage Savings Bank in accordance with its bid therefor.
3. That the Note authorized by the foregoing votes are hereby designated as qualified
tax-exempt obligations for purposes of Section 265(b) of the Internal Revenue Code
of 1986, as amended, to the extent such designation may be applicable or appropriate,
as determined by the Town Treasurer.
4. That the Town Treasurer be, and hereby is, authorized to covenant with the purchaser
of the Note on behalf of the Town that the Town will take whatever steps are
appropriate to ensure that interest on the Note will remain free from federal income
taxes, including without limitation, the filing of information returns and reports with
the Internal Revenue Service and the payment of any rebate due to the United States
of America.
5. That the officers executing the Note be and hereby are individually authorized to
covenant, certify and agree, on behalf of the Town, for the benefit of the holders of
such Note, that the Town will file any required reports, make any annual financial or
material event disclosure, and take any other action that may be necessary to insure
that the disclosure requirements imposed by Rule l 5c2- l 2 of the Securities and
Exchange Commission, if applicable, are met;
6. That the Town Treasurer, Director of Finance, and Clerk and other proper officials of
the Town be, and hereby are, authorized and empowered in its name and on its behalf
to do or cause to be done all such acts and things as may be necessary or desirable in
order to effect the issuance, sale and delivery of the Note hereinabove authorized.

TOWN COUNCIL
JANUARY 10, 2000
7. That if the-Town Treasurer, Director of Finance, Chairman oLthe Town Council or
Clerk are for any reason unavailable to approve and execute the Note or any of the
related documents, the person or persons then acting in any such capacity, whether as
an assistant, a deputy, or otherwise, is authorized to act for such official with the
same force and effect as if such official had herself performed such act.
Seconded by Councilor Lambert.

VOTE: UNANIMOUS (6)

00-03 Nominating Committee Appointments.
Nominating Committee member, Councilor Moriarty recommended the appointments of
the following:
Sandra Storey Carlson to the Housing Authority effective January I, 2000 through
December 31, 200 I.
Leslie McKenney to the Library Advisory Board effective January I, 2000 through
December 3 l, 200 l.
Elizabeth Ventre to the Library Advisory Board effective January I, 2000 through
December 31, 2002.
Carl McPherson to be re-appointed to another 3-year term on the Library Advisory Board
effective January I, 2000 through December 31, 200 I.
Councilor Lambert moved to adopt the slate of the nominees.
Seconded by Councilor Kuntz.

VOTE: UNANIMOUS (6)

00-04 Approval of Wharf Agreement between Yarmouth and Cumberland.
Councilor Phipps and Lambert briefed the Council regarding the wharf agreement and
noted that in accordance with the intergovernmentalagreement with MOOT that
Cumberland is committed to provide a 20% match ($60,000).
Councilor Lambert moved to authorize the Town Manager to execute the Wharf
Agreement on behalf of the Town as proposed.
Seconded by Councilor Phipps.

VI.

VOTE: UNANIMOUS (6)

Correspondence
1. Cumberland Town Council Chairman, Craig Weeman, Thank you
2. Town Forest Board Minutes
3. Planning Board Agenda 1/18/00
4. Planning Board Minutes 11/16/99
5. MSAD #51 Board of Directors Minutes 12/6/99, 12/20/99
6. County of Cumberland Commissioner's Meeting Minutes 11/22/99, 12/13/99
7. Building Permits 12/99 & YTD
8. Minutes: Chebeague Long Range Planning Committee
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VII.

New Business
Vice-Chairman Moriarty would like to formally hear from the Val Halla Board of
Trustees at an upcoming Town Council meeting.

VIII.

EXECUTIVE SESSION Councilor Lambert moved to go into Executive Session at 7:29 p.m.:
1. To discuss pending litigation:
Wohl and Gormley vs. Town of Cumberland and Frustaci
2. Land Acquisition
Seconded by Councilor Kuntz.

VOTE: UNANIMOUS (6)

Councilor Lambert moved to come out of Executive Session at 8:46 p.m.
Seconded by Councilor Kuntz.
IX.

VOTE: UNANIMOUS (6)

Adjourn
No further business conducted. Motion to adjourn at 8:50 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

~a±h WJlf1~
Kathleen Babeu
Council Secretary

TOWN OF CUMBERLAND, MAINE
APPLICATION for VICTUALER'S (Food Service Establishment) LICENSE
or

Busi n es s
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CHECK THE PROPER CATEGORY OF REQUESTED LICENSE:
(a)

Restaurant or Victualer not serving malt beverages on the
premises.

$50.00

(b)

Restaurant or Victualer serving malt beverages on the
premises.

$50.00

(c)

Class A Restaurant, as defined by the Revised Statutes
of Maine, serving both malt liquor and spirituous and
vinous liquor.

$50.00

(d)

A business establishment such as, but not limited to, retail
grocery stores, food storage warehouses, bakeries, delicatessen
stores, and dairy product stores where food is stored or is kept
for sale and where the total area of the establishment is less than
10,000 square feet.

S25.00

(e)

Same as (d) but total area of the establishment is more than
10,000 square feet.

$25.00

(f)

Eating and Lodging places. Any place where eating and
sleeping accommodations are furnished to the public such
as hotels, motels, and bed and breakfasts.

s100.00

(g)

Establishment operated by Non-Profit organization.

NO FEE

(h)

Vending Machine.

$10.00

(i)

Temporary Vending Unit operating at a fair. (per unit):

$10.00

Name & type of vending unit(s): _____________________

~

_

-=========

Enclose CHECK payable to:
SEND TO:
Application

''Town of Cumberland"

TOWN CLERK, 290 Tuttle Road, Cumberland, ME 04021

received:

/- I .1..- O O

Date of issuance:

Interoffice

Memo

Date: 1/20/2000

To:

Klara Norton, Town Clerk

From: Barbara McPheters, Code Officer~

RE: Terison's Log Cabin, 20 Blanchard Road, Map U12A Lot 3

I have inspected the premises and find all items to be in order. I would recommend
approval of the Victualer's License at the January 24, 2000 Town Council meeting. I
would also reserve the right to re-inspect at a future date to ensure continued
compliance.
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CONSIDER AND ACT ON A VICTUALER"S~PPLICATION
RISON'S

I I

FOR J.

GAIL TERISON DfB/P.

LOG CABIN.

1.12.00
BOB:
GAIL TERISON CAME IN TODAY AND SAID SHE IS TAKING OVER THE RUNNING
OF THE LOG CABIN ON MONDAY, JANUARY 17,

2000.

I

I

I TOLD HER THAT USUALLY

THIS VICTUALER"S APPLICATION HAS TO GO THROUGH THE TOWN COUNCIL FIRST
BEFORE SHE GOES INTO BUSINESS.
SHE RAN THIS BUSINESS,

I.E.,

IF YOU REMEMBER, SHE DID THIS LAST TIME

WE HAD TO GRANT HER A TEMPORARY VICTULAER"S

LICENSE UNTIL THE TOWN COUNCIL COULD MEET TO CONSIDER HER VICTUALER"S
APPLICATION.
JANUARY 24,

SO, CAN WE GRANT HER ANOTHER TEMPORARY LICENSE UNTIL THE
2000

TOWN COULCIL MEETING?

PLEASE LET ME KNOWASAP TODAY

AS SHE PLANS TO GO TO AUGUSTA THIS AFTERNOON TO GET HER STATE LICENSES.
SHE CANNOT GET HER LIQUOR LICENSE UNLESS THE TOWN GRANTS HER A VICTUALER"S
LICENSE,
1/24/00.

HENCE MY REQUEST FOR GRANTING HER A TEMPORARY LICENSE UNTIL
I

THANKS FOR YOUR INPUT!
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OF

CuMBERLAND,

MAINE

290 Tuttle Road
Cumberland

Center, Maine 04021-9321

Telephone (207) 829-5559 • Fax (207) 829-2214
January 13, 2000

Nat Tupper
Town Manager Yarmouth
200 Main Street
PO Box 907
Yarmouth, ME 04096-0907
Dear Nat:
On January I 0, 2000 the Cumberland Town Council approved the wharf agreement
between Yarmouth and Cumberland. The minutes of that meeting reflect that Councilors Phipps
and Lambert briefed the Council regarding section H - specifically that MOOT has budgeted
$300,000 towards the purchase of buses. Councilor Lambe11 noted that in accordance with the
intergovernmental agreement with MOOT that Cumberland is committed to provide a 20% match
($60,000).

Sincerely,

/l~(j~

Robert Benson
Town Manager
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SOLID WASTE TO R.W.S.

YEAR
MONTH

1995

1996

1997

1998

1999

January

184.90

179.89

204.61

192.30

191.10

February

144.88

154.08

152.55

163.73

167.36

March

177.17

148.88

164.92

187.13

188.09

April

291.90*

347.03*

233.12*

179.17

190.87

May

219.80

200.44

175.02

217.70*

277.75*

June

215.15

190.25

201.01

229.98

222.10

July

208.09

232.78

223.52

224.88

212.91

August

249.42

224.45

175.55

194.03

251.36

September

196.76

193.89

247.89

245.27

229.28

October

300.20*

343.81*

260.72*

273.00*

270.87*

yovember

203.80

172.94

185.99

197.09

209.37

December

168.69

194.62

214.89

208.16

230.40

2,439.79

2,512.44

I

2,560.76

Total

NOTE: All

* Bulky

Measurements

Waste

Pick-up

2,583.06

in
week

tons
included

2,641.46

2000
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Cumberland

Fire Department

290 Tuttle Road, Cumberland Center, Maine 04021
Emergency 829-5211 • Business 829-5421 • Fax 829-4214

•

E-mail dsmall@cumberlandmaine.com

Daniel R. Small
Dear Town of Cumberland Resident and/or business owner,

CHIEF

Imagine crawling down a smoke filled hallway in total darkness trying to find a neighbor's child,
knowing that every second that ticks by the sUIVivalrate diminishes. Compound the anxiety by not
knowing ift11e floor is about to give way or tliat it may already have. You're crawling on your hands and
knees trying to search for survivors witl1 zero visibility. You can hear tl1e fire crackling around you; the
heat is getting more intense, yet you continue on in a seemingly futile attempt to fmd tl1at child, that
grandparent or even tl1e precious family pet.
Welcome to ilie firefighters' world. Every single night tl1at a firefighter goes to bed he or she
prays that tonight won't be tl1e night tl1eir pager shrills at an early morning hour, calling tl1em to a house
fire witl1 people trapped. Will it be too late? Will t11erebe kids trapped that go to school witl1 my kids? The
tl10ughts race through tl1eir heads as tl1ey drive to tl1e fire station. More information from tl1e dispatcher,
"All units, we have several reports tliat there are people trapped in the building." The police officer reports
tliat tl1ere is intense fire visible from the windows on the second floor. The urgency builds, as tl1e first fire
truck arrives at tl1e scene, the crew puts on tl1eir breatlung apparatus and makes an attempt to find the
trapped people. As tl1e crew enters tl1e building, they are putting tl1eir training to use - - - keep contact wit11
a wall at all times and stay together. This process isn't fast but it keeps tl1em from becoming disoriented.
In the back of their minds is the thermal imaging camera tl1at tl1ey had just seen a demonstration on earlier
tliat week. The camera would allow them to see through tl1is tllick smoke tlrnt tl1ey are encountering that
blinds them from tl1e floor to tl1e ceiling. They wouldn't have to wony about large holes in tl1e floors iliat
would pull tl1em into a fall of tmcertain fate. They push on; knowing that time is working diligently against
tl1em. They are yelling to the occupants to see if tl1ey will get even a weak response.
The Cumberland Fire Depai1ment is requesting your help in making our comm1mity a safer one in
which to live. We are seeking $40,000 in donations to purchase two Thermal Imaging Cameras (TICs) and
associated life saving equipment. These TICs will assist us in many ways: 1) Finding occupants trapped in
a burning building; 2) Finding people who may be lost in the woods; 3) Minimizing damage to a house
once a fire is extinguished, due to looking for remaining hot-spots; 4) Tracking firefighters during training
exercises; 5) Reducing the chai1ce of firefighters falling tlrrough holes in tl1efloor. Our goal is to have a
TIC on Chebeag11eIsland and one on t11emainland. These caineras are a valuable tool, tliat in order to be
effective, need to be in the hai1ds of tl1e firefighters during t11efirst few minutes of the incident. Your
generous donation, no matter how big or small, will undoubtedly someday save the life of a neighbor or a
firefighter. Please send your donations to: Cumberland Fi.re Department, Thermal Imaging Cainera Fund,
290 Tuttle Road, Cumberlai1d, ME 04021.
The Cumberland Fire Department is a volunteer department that operates out of tlrree fire stations.
The stations are located on Blackstrap Road, Tuttle Road and Chebeague Island. The department has
approximately 80 firefighters t11atdonate tl1ousands of hours per year to help their neighbors, many of
whom tl1ey have never met. The firefighters are typical citizens who work a full-time job and then donate
time from tl1ei.rpersonal lives to train to be the best firefighters t11eycan be. This "hobby" can be very
rewarding, but it can also be extremely dangerous. Most people tliat choose to get involved with t11e
volunteer fire service enjoy it. The friendships tliat are made will last a lifetime. We call it a family - - brothers mid sisters working toget11erto help tl1ose in need. We have mai1y different roles for citizens to
help with: Fire prevention ai1d education work, helping wit11administrative work, d1iving tl1e fire appm·atus,
operating water pumps, assisting with traffic, operating t11ejaws of life and of course interior fire attack.
All of these roles, individually or cumulatively, are equally impo11ant to us. If you would like to help your
conununity by volunteering or have questions about tl1e Thermal Imaging Caineras, please give us a call at
829-5421.

::;o}:i°Jip
Daniel R. Small, Fire Chief

Cumberland

Fire De11a1·tment

290 Tuttle Road, Cumberland Center, Maine 04021
Emergency 829-5211 • Business 829-5421 • Fax 829-4214

•

E-mail dsmall@cumberlandmaine.com

Dmliel R. Small
CHIEF

January 21, 2000

Mr. Robert Benson
Town Manager
290 Tuttle Road
Cumberland, ME 04021
Dear Sir:
The purpose of this letter is to update you on the status of the Engine 2 conversion
project. Captain Bob Harmon and myself have done an extensive amount of research on
this project to make sure the project will be in the best interest of the Fire Department and
the tax payers of the Town. Captain Harmon has spoken with his crew and they are
willing to accept, without reservation, the retrofitted used chassis instead of a new one.
As I have said in the past, the goal of this project is to consolidate two pieces of
apparatus. Currently our tank truck is a 1960' s vintage military surplus 6 X 6 vehicle
with a post-military manufactured water tank. The tank has been welded many times and
is still leaking. The condition of this vehicle is questionable considering it provides a
majority of the water supply in the areas of town that are not protected by a pressurized
hydrant system.
Engine 2 is a 1976 engine which is capable of pumping I000 gallons of water per minute.
The vehicle is capable of carrying only three firefighters at one time. The vehicle is in
decent shape and would be rehabbed and sent to Chebeague Island to replace Engine 8.
This vehicle would have the largest pumping capacity on the Island.
Our current ladder truck, which is out of service for ladder hydraulic system failure, is
equipped with a 1000 gallon per minute pump. The body and running gear for the
vehicle are in decent shape. The purpose of the ladder truck replacement was because of
hydraulic problems and limited ladder technological safety devices.
Our proposal is to refurbish the current ladder truck chassis and make it a combination
engine and tank truck. The ladder truck would be sent to Emergency Vehicles of Maine
(EVM) which is located in Freepo1t. They currently perform all the maintenance to our
vehicles with the exception of the routine work that is performed by the town mechanic.

Their work would consist of removing all of the compartments and ladder components of
the vehicle. The-only remaining-p01tions would-be the cab, chassis-and pump. The cabwould be overhauled to fix any rust spots and replace all wiring. The pump would be
overhauled if needed and a 2000 gallon plastic water tank would be added. This vehicle
will accomplish functions as a pumper and a tank truck.
The benefits realized by the Town will be as follows: l) Currently with our man power
shortages, many times the tank truck never leaves the station. This means that there is a
dramatic delay in getting water to the scene. Water shortages at a fire can be a very
dangerous situation to firefighters that are in a burning building. The consolidated truck
will always be at the scene with a pump and the water. 2) The cost to replace Engine 2
with a new truck would be approximately $260,000. The cost to replace the tank truck
with a new truck would be approximately $120,000. The cost to refurbish the ladder
truck to a tanker/ pumper will cost up to $85,900(see cost schedule below). This is a
savings of$294,100. 3) The rehabbed tanker/ pumper will be able to transpo1t five
firefighters, an increase of two persons. 4) Chebeague Island will be able to replace a
truck, which has a 500 gallon per minute pump, to a truck with a 1000 gallon per minute
pump. (There will be a rehab cost of approximately $10,000 to upgrade the water tank to
a l 000 gallon plastic water tank)

Item
Quote from EVM to rehab ladder truck
Pump overhaul contingency
Hose
Radio
Loose equipment & mounting hardware
Lettering and safety striping
I Total

Cost
$72,900
$4,500
$4,000
$1,000
$2,000
$1,500

In closing, this vehicle will serve the Town with better efficiency than what we
are currently equipped with while saving the tax payers a tremendous amount of money.
Should you have any questions regarding this proposal please contact me at your
convenience. Thank you for your consideration to this project.

Daniel R. Small, Chief

Cc Captain Bob Harmon, Engine 2

Cumberland

Fire Department

290 Tuttle Road, Cumberland Center, Maine 04021
Emergency 829-5211 • Business 829-5421 • Fax 829-4214

•

E-mail dsmall@cumberlandmaine.com

Daniel
Dear Town of Cumberland Resident and/or business owner,

R. Small
CHIEF

Imagine crawling down a smoke filled hallway in total darkness tJying to fmd a neighbor's child,
knowing that every second that ticks by the survival rate diminishes. Compmmd the anxiety by not
knowing if the floor is about to give way or that it may already have. You're crawling on your hands and
knees uying to search for smvivors with zero visibility. You can hear the fire crackling around you; the
heat is getting more intense, yet you continue on in a seemingly futile attempt to find ti1atchild, tiiat
grandparent or even ti1e precious family pet.
Welcome to the firefighters' world. Eve1y single night ti1at a fuefighter goes to bed he or she
prays that tonight won't be the night ti1eir pager shrills at an early morning hour, calling ti1em to a house
fire witi1 people u-apped. Will it be too late? Will ti1ere be kids trapped that go to school witi1 my kids? The
thoughts race ti1rough ti1eir heads as they drive to ti1e fire station. More information from the dispatcher,
"All units, we have several reports ti1at ti1ere are people trapped in ti1ebuilding." The police officer repo1is
ti1at ti1ere is intense fire visible from ti1e windows on ti1e second floor. The urgency builds, as ti1e first fire
truck arrives at the scene, ti1e crew puts on ti1eir breatiti.ng apparatus and makes an attempt to find ti1e
trapped people. As the crew enters the building, they are putting their llclining to use - - - keep contact witi1
a wall at all times and stay together. This process isn't fast but it keeps them from becoming disoriented.
In ti1eback of their minds is ti1e ti1ermal imaging camera ti1atthey had just seen a demonstration on earlier
tiiat week. The camera would allow them to see ti1rough ti1is tilick smoke tiiat ti1eyare encountering that
blinds ti1em from ti1e floor to ti1e ceiling. They wouldn't have to worry about large holes in ti1e floors ti1at
would pull them into a fall of tmcertain fate. They push on; knowing tiiat time is working diligently against
ti1em. They are yelling to ti1e occupants to see if tl1eywill get even a weak response.
The Cumberland Fire Department is requesting your help in making our community a safer one in
wllich to live. We are seeking $40,000 in donations to purchase two Thermal Imaging Cameras (TICs) and
associated life saving equipment. These TICs will assist us in many ways: 1) Finding occupants tJ·apped in
a burning building; 2) Finding people who may be lost in the woods; 3) Mi1limizing damage to a house
once a fire is extinguished, due to looking for remaining hot-spots; 4) Trncking firefighters during u·aining
exercises; 5) Reducing tl1e chance of firefighters falling tl1rough holes in tlle floor. Our goal is to have a
TIC on Chebeague Island and one on the mainland. These cameras are a valuable tool, ti1at in order to be
effective, need to be in the hands of tl1e firefighters during ti1e first few minutes of the incident. Y om
generous donation, no matter how big or small, will tmdoubtedly someday save the life of a neighbor or a
firefighter. Please send your donations to: Cmnberland Fire Deparunent, Thermal Imaging Camera Fund,
290 Tuttle Road, Cumberland, ME 04021.
The Cmnberland Fire Depa1iment is a volunteer department that operates out of tl1reefire stations.
The stations are located on Blackstrap Road, Tuttle Road and Chebeague Island. The depaiiment has
approximately 80 firefighters that donate tl1ousai1dsof hours per year to help ti1eir neighbors, many of
whom they have never met. The firefighters are typical citizens who work a full-time job and ti1en donate
time from their personal lives to train to be the best firefighters ti1eycan be. Tllis "hobby" can be very
rewarding, but it cai1 also be extremely dangerous. Most people ti1at choose to get involved with the
volunteer fire service enjoy it. The friendships tJ1atare made will last a lifetime. We call it a family - - brothers and sisters working together to help tJ1osein need. We have mai1y different roles for citizens to
help with: Fire prevention ai1d education work, helping with admi1listrative work, driving tJ1efire apparatus,
operating water pumps, assisting witJ1trnffic, operating tJ1ejaws of life and of course interior fire attack.
All of tl1ese roles, individually or cumulatively, are equally importai1t to us. If you would like to help your
conunmlity by volunteering or have questions about tJ1eThermal Imaging Cameras, please give us a call at
829-5421.

)
Daniel R. Small, Fire Cllief
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To:

John Lambert, Jr., Chair, Town Council,
Cumberland

@Fax:

(207) 829-2214

From;

Toni Kemmerle, Esq., Legal Division["-Monday, January 24, 2000
Wharf Agreement
37, including this cover sheet

Date:
Re:
Pages:

Attached is a copy of Nathaniel J. Tupper's letter to Commissioner Melrose.
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NATHANIELJ.
11JPPER
TownManager
(207)846-9036
FAX.(207) 846-2403

January 21, 2000 •

Commissioner John Melrose
Maine Department of Transportation
16 State House Station
Augusta, ME 04333-0016
Dear Commissioner Melrose:
I am pleased to notify you that the Yarmouth Town Council has
conditionally approved the Wharf Agreement with the Town of Cumberland. The
Town Council adopted the following order on January 20, 2000 which reflects our
understandings on the process you requested and conditionally adopts the
agreement as approved by the Cumberland Town Council on January 10, 2000.

COUNCILORDERNO,62:

Beit Ordered
that a new Wharf Agreement
with the Town of Cumberland as approved by
the· Cumberland Town Council on January 10,
2000, is hereby conditionally approved subject
to the following:

(1)

Mutually satisfactory negotiation and resolution
of outstanding issues and concerns on a
certain Lease Agreement between the MDOT
and the Town of Cumberland dated on or
about October 26, 1999.

Also, as you requested, we will soon be sending written explanation of
our concerns on the parking lot lease and suggested language that we would find
agreeable. That communication will be sent under separate cover and I remind
you it would remain subject to final approval of the Town Council. Yarmouth
Council members have been regularly updated by the negotiating team on the
issues, positions, and proposals in this matter. ·

(,1-,,
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e-thank-you-for-your-perseveranee-and-eemmitmeRt-t0-bring-tt"lis-entiru---matterto resolution.
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JENSEN BAIRD GARDNER

& HENRY

ATTORNEYS AT LAW

WALTER E. WEBBER
F. BRUCE SLEEPER
KENNETITT1.C01::·~Emm--~u~BO~OIANN~-----~(~20~7~)
NICHOLAS S. NADZO
LESLIE E. LOWRY Ill
FRANK H. FRYE
PATRICIA MCDONOUGH DUNN
DAVID J. JONES
MICHAEL J. QUINLAN
MICHAEL A. NELSON
R. LEE IVY
RICHARD H. SPENCER, JR.
NATALIE L. BURNS
RONALD A. EPSTEIN
SALLY J. DAGGETT
WILLIAM H. DALE
BRENDAN P. RIELLY
JOSEPH II. GROH Ill
SUZANNE R. SCOTT

TEN FREE STREET
P.O. BOX 4510
PORTLAND, MAINE 04112

~77~5~-7~2-71~----~M~.

RAYMOND [.JENSEN
YORK COUNTY
o=o=NA~LD~G=ARD=NER
---~Q=F=F1=c=E-MERTON G. HENRY

TELECOPIER (207) 775-7935

JOHN D. BRADFORD
JAMES E. KAPLAN
OF COUNSEL

11 MAIN STREET, SUITE ...

KENNEBUNK.MAINEO.rn.u
{107) 985--1676

TELECOPIER (207)98S-49Jl
KENNETH BAIRD

(19U-1987)

January 18, 2000
Robert B. Benson, Town Manager
Cumberland Town Offices
290 Tuttle Road
Cumberland, ME 04021

Re: Judith M. Wohl and Agnes Gormley v. Town of Cumberland and Joseph
Frustaci, Superior Court (Cumberland County) Docket No. AP-99-120

Dear Bob:
Today I received a copy of the attached letter in the mail. It appears that Ms.
Wohl has reached a settlement agreement with Mr. frustaci that will end in a dismissal of
the pending Rule 80B action. Because the dismissal will be with prejudice, Ms. Wohl
and Ms. Gormley will not be able to bring a later suit on this subject. It is not clear from
the letter whether Mr. Frustaci will no longer be pursuing his request to the Town to
release a portion of the existing conservation easement. I have a call in to Attorney
Michael Hill to determine the status of that request and will let you know as soon as I
hear back from him.
I will let you knov.1'Nhen I receive a copy of the Stipulation of Dismissal. Please
give me a call if you have any questions. Thank you.
Sincerely,

~
Natalie L. Burns
NLB:gb
Enclosure
cc:
Donna Larson, Town Planner
Kenneth M. Cole III, Esq.

MONAGHAN, LEAHY, HOCHADEL & LIBBY, LLP

I--

THOMAS G. LEAHY
JOSEPH M. HOCHADEL
KEVING. LIBBY
CHRISTOPHERC. DINAN
MICHAEL H. HILL
JOHN J. WALL, III
CORNELIA FUCHS FISHER
NOAH D. WUESTHOFF
IVY L. FRIGNOCA
CAROL G. McMANNUS

------

JAN 18 2000

95 EXCHANGESTREET
P.O. BOX7046
PORnAND, MAINE
04112-7046

TEL 207-774-3906
FAX 207-774-3833

tleahy@mlhl.com
THOMAS F. MONAGHAN
OF COUNSEL

January 14, 2000

Judith M. Wohl, Esq.
103 Exchange Street
Portland, ME 04101
Re: Wohl v. Town of Cumberland
Dear Judith:
This will confirm that we have reached a settlement in regard to the above captioned
matter. Mr. Frustaci will bring to my office on Monday a check made payable to you and Ms.
Gormley in the amount of $1,250.00. This will be in full satisfaction of the pending lawsuit, to
which you will draft a Stipulation of Dismissal with Prejudice. Please include signature lines for
Ms. Gormley and Natalie Burns, who, by copy of this letter, I am notifying of our agreement.
We can meet Monday or Tuesday to exchange the check for the Stipulation. Please call
if you have any questions.
Very truly yours,
MONAGHAN, LEAHY, HOCHADEL & LIBBY, LLP

By)l,~
p il,ik{/2
Michael H. Hill
-' Cc:

Joseph Frustaci
Natalie Bums, Esq.
Agnes Gormley

oy ::;cc::w~
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Here is a look at the average local, state and federal tax rates as a
percentage of income for 1999.
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January 18, 2000

Town of Cumberland
Ms. Carla Nixon
P.O. Box 128
Cumberland, Maine 04021

Dear Carla,
The survey ofbrowntail moth has been completed on the mainland in Cumberland for
2000. After looking most of the area over, I can find no contiguous areas that would warrant a
Town sponsored aerial treatment. There are scattered sites where individuals may wish to hire a
private applicator to treat their personal property but I haven't located any areas that would be
suitable for aerial applications.
I wanted to pass this information on in case you have residents starting to call. Great
Chebeague has not been done yet but I will go out as soon as the weather softens. I don't expect
to find much of a problem after two years of treatment but I will look to be sure and will relay the
information to you after it is done.
If you have any questions please call me, telephone 287-4982.

Sincerely,

M /✓/7 /4--r.e'?t'.
./
Dick Bradbury

MAINF
THOMAS

FOREST

SERVICE

C. DOAK,

PHONE:

DIRECTOR
l'RISTEOO:,.lRfCYUUl PAl'I-R

(207)

287-2791

FAX:

(207)

287-8422

TTY:

(207)

287-2213

Town of Cumberland
Cable TV/Public Access Advisory Committee Organizational Meeting
ebruary 9, 2000

7:00 p.m.
East Conference Room

I.

Introduction of members

II.

Overview of committee's charge

III.

Review of tentative project schedule

IV.

Discussion of name of committee

V.

Determine meeting schedule

YI.

Site visits?

VII.

Guest speakers?

CABLE TV/PUBLIC ACCESS ADVISORY COMMITTEE

NAME
John Fehlau
Elfi Shaak
William Barry
Paul Argereow
Bruce Bowman
Bill Shane
Steve Sloan
Bob Vail
Jeff Porter
Carla Nixon

ADDRESS
205 Bruce Hill Road
Cumberland 04021
35 Crossing Brook Road
Cumberland
21 Crossing Brook Road
Cumberland
168 Haskell Road
North Yarmouth 04097
44 Mill Road
Cumberland
39 Crossing Brook Rd.
Cumberland
367 Main Street
Cumberland
177 Main Street
Cumberland
3 7 Crossing Brook Road
Cumberland
290 Tuttle Road
Cumberland

PHONE
H 829-6124
W 829-6124
H 829-6232
H 829-5759
W 800-510-7099
H 829-5691
W 871-5749
829-3959

H 829-3664
W 846-4971
H 829-5889
H 829-5393

H 829-4129
W 541-7400
W 829-2205 X 302

Resident
Resident
Resident
Resident
Resident
Resident
Planning Board
Representative
School Board
Representative
Council
Representative
Assistant Town
Manager

+

Erom the desk of Robert Hasson, Jr., Superintendent MSAD #51

+

Date:

January

12, 2000

To:

BOD members, A-Team, Long Range Planning Committee,
Alternative Plan Committee

Subject:

MOOE Eligibility for Facilities Funding Press Release and
School Facilities Priority List

Please see attached. Kim True attended today's State Board meeting in Augusta and obtained the
following information.

L_

State .of Maine
De artment of Education

School Facilities Priority List
~--,

ajeF-Capit-al Improvement-Program

School Facilities

Rating Cycle1999-2000

The DOE recommends the following list of School Facilities Priorities to the State Board of Education.
This list is based on a rating of the overall needs of those School Districts which submitted a Major Capital
Improvement Application in August of 1999, pursuant to Chapter 61 Rules For School Construction.

Priority

District

Project Name

Points

1

Edgecomb

Edgecomb Eddy School

141.16

2

MSAD #54 - Skowhegan

Skowhegan Middle School

3
4

MSAD #17 - Hebron
Old Town

Hebron Elementary School

134.13
130.92

Elementary Consolidation K-5

130.34

5

Biddeford

Biddeford Middle School

125.90

6

Walter H. Gardner Middle School

124.44

7

Bucksport
MSAD #8 - Vinalhaven

Vinalhaven Community School

122.39

8

Union 51

Middle School

122.27

9

MSAD #47 - Oakland

Messalonskee Junior High School

117 .02

10

Gorham

Gorham Middle School

114.68

11

Winthrop

Winthrop High School

114.27

12

MSAD #31 - Howland

Penobscot Valley High School

13

Calais

Calais Middle School

111.98
111.91

14
15

MSAD #34 - Belfast

K-2 Pierce & Anderson
Elementary School

110 .91
110.80

Mark Emery Elementary School

109.85

Lisbon/Morse Elementary Schools (k-5)
Middle School

107.85

16
17

MSAD #71 - Kennebunk
MSAD #74 - N. Anson
Lisbon

18
19

MSAD #51 - Cmblnd/N Yarm
Windsor

Windsor Elementary School

107.00
106.54

20
21

MSAD #56 - Searsport

Searsport District High/Middle School

106.29

Sabattus

105.39

22

Windham

Sabattus Elementary School
Windham High School

23

Lake Street School

104.29

24

Auburn
MSAD #46 - Dexter

Dexter Middle School

102.85

25

MSAD #57 - Waterboro

Massabesic Middle School

102.43

26

Mount View High School

102.33

27

MSAD #3 - Unity
Augusta

Cony High School

100.92

28

MSAD #16 - Farmingdale

HallDale Elementary

100.82

29

Jefferson

Jefferson Village School

100.69

30

Chelsea

Chelsea Elementary School

97.76

31

Palermo

Palermo Consolidated School

93.79

32
33

Freeport

Freeport Middle School

90.96

Lincolnville

Lincolnville Central School

89.70

34

MSAD #4 7 - Oakland

James H. Bean School

88.17

35

MSAD #5}- Shapleigh

86.90

36
37

MSAD #55 - Hiram

Shapleigh Elementary School
Middle School

Woolwich

Woolwich Central School

85.70

38

Lewiston

Pettingill Elementary School

82.27

1/12/00
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104.81

86.46

/

39
40

Lewiston
MSAD #9 - Farmington

Farwell Elementary
Mt Blue H.S./Kenneth Foster Tech Center

81.98
80.65

41

Saco
Sanford

Young Scnool

79.58

42

79.21

43

MSAD #17 - S. Paris

Sanford High School/Region 9 Voe Ctr
Oxford Hills Middle School

44
45

MSAD #75 - Topsham
MSAD #48 - Newport

Mt. Ararat High School

75.70
73.60

46
47

Saco
MSAD #22 - Hampden

Saco Middle School
Hampden Academy

48

MSAD #48 - Newport

49
50

Machias

Newport Elementary School
Machias Memorial High School

MSAD #48 - Plymouth

New Plymouth Elementary School

66.36

51
52

Lisbon
Lewiston

Lisbon Jr./High Schools (6-12)
Lewiston Middle School

65.77
65.46

53
54

MSAD #34 - Belfast

3-5 Robinson & East Belfast

63.88

MSAO #17 - Harrison

63.01

55

Scarborough

Harrison Elementary School
Elementary School

56
57

MSAD #17 - Otisfield
MSAD #58 - Kingfield

Otisfield Communio; Elementary School
Kingfield Elementary School

61.38

58

Old Town

Old Town High School

58.62

59
60

East Millinocket

Schenck High School

57.61

Old Town

Leonard Middle School

56.30

61

Winslow

Winslow High School

52.28

62

Voe Region 8 - Rockland

Mid-Coast School of Technology

50.44

63

MSAD #37 - Harrington

Narraguagus High School

49.12

64

Medway

Medway Middle School

65
66
67

MSAD #58 - Stratton
Yarmouth
Yarmouth

Stratton Elementary School
Rowe School

47.38
47.11

68

MSAD #35 - Eliot

Nokomis High School

Yarmouth High School

69

Yarmouth

Marshwood Jr. High School
Yarmouth Elementary School

70

Yarmouth

Harrison Middle School

1/12/00
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76.75

73.48
68.65
66.66
66.39

62.44
59.19

44.62
40.24
32.98
31.34
23.67

NEWS

RELEASE

Maine Department of Education, J. Duke Albanes-e, Commissioner
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
State Board of Education Releases Priority List for School Construction
List Rates Local Needs; Eligibility for Funding Still To Be Determined.
Contacts: Yellow Light Breen, 207/287-5112
or Judith Malcolm, 207/287-5903

AUGUSTA - The Maine Department of Education and the State Board of Education
released the newly developed Priority List for the state's Major Capital Improvement
Program for new school construction and major renovations today. The Priority List is
based on ratings of local needs; cost estimates for each project, and the number of
projects on the list that may be funded within the existing state construction account,
will not be known until March. The Priority List will be used to approve school
construction projects over the next two years.

The Priority List released today marks the first comprehensive ratings of the state's
construction needs, analyzed in a single process, by a single team of school
construction experts. The ratings process combined three previous categories of
school facilities funding into a single evaluation based on need. A 3-person review
team evaluated all 82 applications, conducting a full site visit to every building involved
(over 100 buildings visited).
Education Commissioner J. Duke Albanese praised the evaluation team and the
thoroughness of the review process. "Never before has the state assembled such a
talented and credible team, examined needs around the state as thoroughly and as.
consistently as this, and had a State Board of Education as committed and capable to
find comprehensive solutions to our construction and renovation needs," Albanese said.
He added that the team's funding confirmed the seriousness of facilities needs
identified in earlier studies, but added the perspective of experts who saw every
building firsthand.
State Board chair James Rier of Machias echoed the Commissioner's sentiments,
saying, "This has been a tremendously thorough and comprehensive evaluation
process. The challenge for us all will be to create the best solutions for these needs,
examine the commitment of available resources, and get the best bang for the buck in
designing and building new school buildings and additions."
-- continued --

23 State House Station • Augusta, ME 04333-0023
Telephone: (207) 287-5800 / TTD: (207) 287-2550

School districts submitted 82 applications for projects to be rated in August 1999. Applications
were rated on a variety of factors, including: building condition, site considerations, program
related facility deficiencies, mechanical and building systems deficiencies, instructional area
suitability, overcrowding, student enrollment estimates/shifts, and program enhancement facility
needs. Projects were assigned points in each area, with a theoretical maximum of 180 possible
points.
The listed projects will now be further analyzed in order to determine recommended solutions
and estimated costs associated with any proposed solution. Costs will vary depending upon
whether the solution takes the form of new construction, additions, renovations, or minor
changes. This analysis is expected to be completed by March 2000 and will then yield an
estimate of how many projects the state will be able to support within existing funding levels for
the state's school construction account.
Chairman Rier stated, "Although speculation will begin about how many projects will qualify for
funding, that speculation is premature until cost estimates come back in March."
Rier
emphasized that a number of factors could determine how many projects the state can afford
over the next two years, including: cost containment on construction already under way,
favorable interest rates on construction bonds, and any action by the Legislature in modifying
the debt service limit. Rier also noted that the state's new renovation fund provides added
flexibility in addressing the needs on the Priority List. Commissioner Albanese reinforced the
importance of strong public policy change by the Legislature in providing a second avenue for
school renovations to proceed.
The creation of the new priority list is the latest development in recent efforts to analyze and
meet the need for significant upgrades to the state's school facilities. A University of Maine
study showing significant unmet needs for construction and repair of school buildings prompted
the creation of the Governor's Commission on School Facilities in 1997, chaired by State Board
Chair James Rier. Based on the Commission's recommendations, the Legislature created a
new tool to address repairs to existing buildings, a revolving renovation fund. It was also clear
that new school construction projects needed to be based on a more comprehensive and
consistent analysis of the needs statewide.
Since 1998, after six years with no increase, the Maine Legislature has increased the limit on
debt service for major capital projects by over 10%. In addition, the Legislature and the
Governor have appropriated more than $43 million to the revolving renovation fund to aid
schools in repairing existing buildings. Governor King expects to propose an additional $20
million for renovations this year if state revenues remain strong.
The State Board of Education will receive a background briefing on school construction at 10:45
a.m. The Priority List will be released at the conclusion of the briefing. At 12:00 noon, State
Board Chair, James Rier and Education Commissioner J. Duke Albanese will comment to the
media and answer press inquiries. Both meetings will be held at the Augusta Armory, Western
Avenue, in Room 209.

23 State House Station • Augusta, ME 04333-0023
Telephone: (207) 287-5800 / TTD: (207) 287-2550
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:SCHOOL FACILITIES: CREATING COMPREHENSIVE SOLUTIONS
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RENOVATIONS - Revolving Renovation Fund

A. Summary status of Health & Safety applications received in February 1999.
• $74 million in requests with $43.4 million available from previous
appropriations to the Revolving Renovation Fund
• Analysis of projects by DOE and BGS and authorization to proceed
granted on approximately $38 million of requests with a substantial
number of projects already complete
B. Strategy and Timeline for addressing remaining Health & Safety and other
critical renovation / learning space needs
• Add at least $20 million or more to the Revolving Renovation Fund to
complete the Priority One Health & Safety requests and begin to include
some Learning Space Upgrades identified in the Major Capital Project
applications
MAJOR CAPITAL CONSTRUCTION PROJECTS-

Statutory Debt Service

A. New application and rating process will be biennial and need based with
emphasis on the following:
• Long term plans for educational program
• Safe, healthy, and effective learning space to meet the program needs
• Comprehensive enrollment projections
B. Major Capital Project applications received in August 1999 and the process
used to evaluate them
• Evaluation Team visits all 82 sites (100 buildings) of applications to make
an accurate assessment of program and building needs
Process prioritizes need but does not attempt to propose solutions or
associated costs
• Knowledge and experience of the three member Evaluation Team and
the fact that they visited all 82 sites in a four month period was critical to
a fair and successful assessment - they have a powerful and compelling
message about the condition of Maine's schools
0

C. Strategy and Timeline for addressing Major Capital Construction needs
• Release priority of needs list to State Board of Education Jan. 12, 2000
• Develop "planning estimates" for top rated projects to establish how many
of projects could be addressed with available debt service and present to
the State Board by March to proceed to concept approval for 2001 /2002.
• Allow projects to proceed as approval requirements are met
• Reach further down the priority list in this two year approval cycle if
favorable interest rates, alternative solutions (e.g. renovations), or
increases to debt services limit permit increased funding

IMPLICATIONS

FUNDING
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Approval Overlap\
Improvements
May be Critical to
Cost Effective
·• Learning Space
Solutions
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'

·..

$24M

$34M

$126M

$200M
$16M in emergency projects

were approved and funded
from the initial appropriation
made to the Fund Second
Session Of 118th. Many of
the projects were completed
in the summer/fall of 1999.

An additional $24M of critical
projects were identified and
able to be approved through
an approp made in the First
Session of 119th. Many of
these projects will be complete
by the summer of 2000.

Identified
In
&96 Facilities
Survey

The remaining requests of
$34M as well as other priority
2&3 learning space projects
would be able to be approved
as funding becomes available
from appropriations or bonding
in 2000 and 2001.

J.E.Rier 1-4-00
State Board of Education

Statutory Debt Service Liimiit History 1978 --2001
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--ADDBESSING-MAINE!S-SCHOOLEACJLlll£S-NEEDS'----------,----,
A-Summary-of-!3rogress-T-oward

117th Legislature
Second Session
Spring 1996

118th Legislature
First Session
Spring 1997

118th Legislature
Second Session
Spring 1998

119th Legislature
First Session
Spring 1999

119th Legislature
Second Session
Spring 2000

Sat e-and-/=le-'althy Schools-

H.P. 807, LD1124 "An Act Regarding School Facilities and Debt
Service Limits" enacted to mandate two Reports:
• School Facilities Condition Survey by the Department
of Education and the Center for Research and Evaluation
at the University of Maine (Conducted Fall 1996)
• School Construction Study Group convened by the State
Board of Education to study school construction issues

Legislature receives Facilities Survey and Construction Study
Group Reports. Driven by the Reports and approximately 25 Bills
in the Session on school construction, a Pro-Active Agenda is
implemented to address the identified needs. The Governor's
School Facilities Commission is formed in July 1997.

Governor's School Facilities Commission Report is received
by the Education Committee and Appropriations Committee.
LD2252 is submitted and enacted to implement the
recommendations of the Commission including a $20,000,000
appropriation to the Revolving Renovation Fund. Emergency rule
making process is implemented to address details.

Emergency Rules submitted to the Education Committee
(LD632) with Law changes required (LD716) to complete
details for the implementation of LD2252. February 1, 1999, the
Department of Education receives applications for loans from
the Revolving Renovation Fund for First Priority Health,
Safety, and Compliance projects. Project requests for air
quality, roof, asbestos, ADA, and oil tanks total $74,000,000
Legislature appropriates an additional $23.4 Million for the
Revolving Renovation Fund.

Analysis and authorizatiqn to proceed are complete on nearly
$40 million of Health & Safety projects. Major Capital Project
phase of new process begins with applications received Aug '99
for 82 projects. DOE team visits and evaluates all sites and sets
priority of needs list. At least $20 million in additional
app~opriation to be considered for Revolving Renovation Fund as
well as a proposed to the Statutory Debt Ceiling (LD870) to meet
the needs identified by the Major Capital and Health & Safety
requests.
State Board of Education J.E. Rier 01-03-00

--+

SCHOOL CONSTRUCTION PRIORITY NEEDS WILL DETERlvlINE PROJECT FUNDING
--

·----

----

MAINE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
JANUARY

2000

•

Projects ranked # 1 to #70 from highest need to least need based on expert
team evaluations and site visits.
(State Board, January 12, 2000)

•

Planning estimates prepared for project costs.
(by March 2000)

•

Initial eligibility determined for funding for 2-year cycle 2001 - 2002.
(State Board, March 2000)
►

Current projections show approximately $100 million in available
project funding over the 2-year cycle, within existing statutory debt
service limit. State's contribution to each project varies depending on
local property wealth; average State share is 72%.

►

Current projections are based on conservative cost estimates and bond
interest estimates.

►

Number of eligible projects will depend on cost of highest priority
projects and availability of alternative solutions; e.g. renovation.·

►

More projects may become eligible if project costs or interest rates are
less than estimates, or if the Legislature increases the statutory debt
service limit.

•

Eligible projects will complete planning for State board concept approval for
2001-2002.

•

Projects not funded in the first 2-year cycle will be reevaluated with new
applications for priority rating in the next funding cycle.

Sc o_o_LC_onstructio
-1----------_ _/_ Major Capital lmprov'ement Program
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Application and Facilities' Review
Process Overview

Evaluation Team

The School Construction Review Team for the Department of Education consisted of Scott
Brown, Paul Johnson, and Dale Doughty.
Scott Brown: Scott is the director/coordinator of the school facilities program for the
Department .of.Education. He is a registered architect. Scott's past work experience is in the
area of school design.
Dale Doughty: Daie ·is the former school superintendent in MSAD #9 and Winthrop. He
served as the Director of the Bureau of General Services for the State of Maine and has
extensive experience in evaluating the conditions of school facilities.
Paul Johnson: Paul is recently retired from his position as superintendent of schools in
MSAD #60. He served as the Maine SuperintendentAssociation's representative to the
Governor's Commission on School Facilities. As superintendent Paul acquired extensive
experience in planning and building school facilities.

Background

The evaluation team initiated work in late September, 1999, and completed the facilities visits
on January 7, 2000. The review process included site visits to over 100 facilities and a
review of corresponding applications.
The process was managed by dividing the applications into three sets. Each reviewer was
assigned to lead the review and evaluate a set of applicants.
During the site visit the evaluation team leader led the discussions. All three team members · ;·
were fully involved in each site review process. All sites were visited by the same three team
members.

Site Visits

All site visits began with an initial meeting which included the superintendent and other
school officials·, typically the school's principal and facilities' maintenance manager. This
meeting provided an opportunity to explain the process and clarify any aspects of the visit or
application.

School officials were asked to verbally outline the. facility needs and highlights of the
application. Team members then asked questions regarding the application and P,roposal.
The meeting was fien followea-6y a our of the facilities .. T e earn visited all areas used for
instructional purposes, office space, storage areas, lavatory facilities, attics, basements,
kitchens, boiler rooms and other internal spaces. The schools were toured iri order to review
play areas, traffic patterns, drop-off areas, and other related considerations.
Each visit concluded with an exit meeting with school officials. This meeting seNed as a
forum to discuss issues and answer outstanding questions. The evaluation team also
formally explained the review and evaluation process. School officials were also encouraged
to provide any additional information they believed should be considered in the context of the
review and proposal.

Evaluation Criteria & Ratings
✓
✓

✓

✓
✓
✓

The same three individuals complete all facility reviews.
Team members individually rate applications within 24 hours of any site visit.
Team members perform individual reviews of school facilities and their
corresponding applications. A comparison is completed at the conclusion of all
site reviews.
School officials were encouraged to forward additional or changing information,
relative to the application and site review, as it became available;
The team focused on building a "needs list." The team did not consider in any
of the evaluations: fiscal impact, cleanliness, or past maintenance efforts.
A needs based list is prepared and available by mid January 2000 listing each
application received and reviewed by order of greatest need to least need.

The rating categories and maximum available points are as follows:
Building condition & site considerations...

35 points

Program related facility deficiencies & mechanical and building systems deficiencies...

30 points

Instructional area suitability...

20 points

Overcrowding...
Student enrollment estimates/shifts...

20 points

Program enhancement facility needs...

55 points

Maximum Total Points...

1/11/00

20 points ·

180

•
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Application and Facilities' Review
A Sampling of Issues

Health and Safety

. Health and safety concerns were prominent among a number of applications and
school facilities reviewed. The Health and Safety concerns found during a review of
the various sites presented the foremost concern. The following areas identify
common findings that are representative of problems at many school.s,-but are not
intended to be all-inclusive:
o
o

Unsafe or blocked exits or fire escape routes.
Health and safety hazards, or poor programming, due to the use of space for purposes it
was not designed for, such as hallways used for jnstruction or storage.
o Lack of security, such as
o principals' offices located away from the main entrance, or
o unsafe student movement to and from portable classrooms.
o Limited space or poor flow patterns for vehicle traffic, creating potential access problems
or hazards to student safety.
o Problems with poor building systems, such as furnaces and boilers, ventilation, and water
quality and septic systems.

Systems and Structures

□

□

o
o
□

o

Failing and aged mechanical systems.
_
Sewerage distribution systems falling short of health and safety measures.
Contaminated and buried heating and plumbing structures commonly contaminated with
asbestos or buried in concrete.
Lack of properly engineered Heating Ventilation and Air Cooling systems.
Aged "chimney" systems capped-off during the energy crisis.
Unsafe roofing systems. School buildings do not meet the present load capacity codes.

1/11/00
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Program/Compliance Issues

--------G-AA-aeseAGe-Gf-fldAGtiGr:ially-sfaeci-r-ooms,sorne-Gf-wl:iiGl:i-cio-AGt-meet-FedeF-al-aAEl-gtat~
--1aw-;-to-facilitate-programs-currently-mandated-by-Federal-and-State
law. These-programs include, but are not limited to, food service, art, music, drama,· special
education, instructional activities and computer laboratories. In various instances
gymnasiums are used for activities that interfere with the physical education.
o · Small school sites severely limit outdoor play and physical education areas which are
further complicated by the intrusion of portables.
o No handicap accessibility and non-compliance with the Americans with Disabilities
Act(ADA) exist in the majority of buildings visited.

Overcrowding

o
o

Principal.s' offices or renovated bathrooms functioning as instructional/storage rooms.
Multiple use classrooms divided by screens and furniture. Division of rooms has created
numerous instructional areas in one space with as many as five adults instructing
simultaneously.
·
o Crowded conditions and portable classrooms have limited a district from organizing their
instructional activities in the most effective manner.
o Temporary classrooms lack running water, bathroom facilities, and communication
systems.

1/11/00
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Cable TV Issue:
Does the Town CounciLappro~our having a discussion with Nat Tupper re-:..Cumberland entering into re--negotiation of our cable TV franchise agreement. Time Warner would like to know that Yarmouth is
agreeable to this. Neither they (Time Warner) nor we can think of any reason they would object. We are
simply at different points in our public access operations (i.e., they have acquired their equipment, we have
not). There will be the first meeting of the Cable TV Advisory Committee on Wednesday, February 9•hat
7:00 in the East Conference Room. They are welcome to attend.

Cumberland

Fire Department

290 Tuttle Road, Cumberland Center, Maine 04021
Emergency 829-5211 • Business 829-5421 • Fax 829-4214

Dear Town of Cumberland

1
Resideny~ciior

ytA•w

•

E-mail dsmall@cumberlandmaine.com

-A

Daniel-U.

business owner,

Imagine crawling down a smoke filled hallway in total darkness trying to find a neighbor's child,
knowing that every second that ticks by the survival rate diminishes. Compound the anxiety by not
knowing if t11efloor is about to give way or tilat it may already have. You 're crawling on your hands and
knees trying to search for survivors wiU1zero visibility. You can hear t11efire crackling around you; the
heat is getting more intense, yet you continue on in a seemingly futile attempt to find t11atchild, t11at
grandparent or even t11eprecious family pet.
Welcome to t11efirefighters' world. Every single night that a firefighter goes to bed he or she
prays that tonight won't be the night their pager shrills at an early morning hour, calling tl1em to a house
fire wit11people trapped. Will it be too late? Will there be kids trapped that go to school wit11my kids? The
t11oughtsrace through their heads as U1eydrive to tl1e fue station. More information from tl1e dispatcher,
"All units, we have several reports that tl1ere are people trapped in t11ebuilding." The police officer reports
l11att11ereis intense fire visible from tl1e windows on t11esecond floor. The urgency builds, as t11efirst fire
tmck rurives at t11escene, the crew puts on tl1eir breathing apparatus ru1dmakes an attempt to find tl1e
trapped people. As tl1e crew enters the building, they are putting l11eirtraining to use - - - keep contact with
a wall at all times and stay together. This process isn't fast but it keeps tl1em from becoming disoriented.
In t11eback of their minds is tl1e t11ennal imaging camera tliat they had just seen a demonstration on earlier
l11atweek. The camera would allow them to see tluough this thick smoke tliat t11eyare encountering l11at
blinds tl1em from the floor to the ceiling. They wouldn't have to wony about large holes in t11efloors l11at
would pull them into a fall of uncertain fate. They push on; knowing that time is working diligently against
l11em. They are yelling to tl1e occupants to see if they will get even a weak response.
The Cumberland Fire Depai1ment is requesting your help in making our community a safer one in
which to live. We are seeking $40,000 in donations to purchase two Thermal Imaging Cameras (TICs) and
associated life saving equipment. These TICs will assist us in many ways: 1) Finding occupants trapped in
a burning building; 2) Finding people who may be lost in the woods; 3) Minimizing drunage to a house
once a fire is extinguished, due to looking for remaining hot-spots; 4) Tracking firefighters during training
exercises; 5) Reducing the chru1ceof firefighters falling tluough holes in tl1efloor. Our goal is to have a
TIC on Chebeague Island ru1done on the mainland. These cruneras are a valuable tool, that in order to be
effective, need to be in tl1e hands of tl1e firefighters during tl1efirst few minutes of tl1e incident. Your
generous donation, no matter how big or small, will undoubtedly someday save the life of a neighbor or a
firefighter. Please send your donations to: Cmnberlru1d Fire Department, Thermal Imaging Crunera Fw1d,
290 Tuttle Road, Cumberland, ME 04021.
The Cumberland Fire Department is a volunteer department that operates out of tluee fire stations.
The stations are located on Blackstrap Road, Tuttle Road a11dChebeague Island. The department has
approximately 80 firefighters that donate thousands of hours per year to help their neighbors, ma11yof
whom they have never met. The firefighters are typical citizens who work a full-time job and tl1en donate
time from tl1eir personal lives to train to be the best firefighters l11eycan be. This "hobby" can be very
rewarding, but it cru1also be extremely dangerous. Most people tJiat choose to get involved with t11e
volunteer fire service enjoy it. The friendships that are made will last a lifetime. We call it a family - - brothers and sisters working together to help tl1ose in need. We have mru1ydifferent roles for citizens to
help witl1: Fire prevention ru1deducation work, helping with administrative work, driving tl1e fire apparatus,
operating water pumps, assisting wit11traffic, operating tl1ejaws of life and of course interior fire attack.
All of these roles, individually or cumulatively, are equally important to us. If you would like to help your
community by volunteering or have questions about the Thermal Imaging Cruneras, please give us a call at
829-5421.

~'2121
Daniel R. Small, Fire Chief
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fercy
• Cumberland would
lease Cousins Island
parking for the feny run.
By TESSNACEI.EWICZ
StaffWriter

The towns of Cumberland and
Yannouth appear very closeto a resolutionof the contentiousissue of ferry
sen.ice to ChebeagueIsland.
The CumberlandTownCouncilthis
week approved a IO-yearagreement
with_Y:rrmouth governing the ferry
serv1ces use of a wharf on Cousins
Island The Yarmouth Town Council
is expected to sign the agreement on
Jan. 20.
Yarmouth's consent will depend on
whether the town is satisfiedthat its
rights are _P,rotecte_d
in a 5_0-yecuIease

Staff art

said Wednesday.
Cumberlandhas alreadysigned the
lease agreement with the Maine Department ofTransportation.
Yannouth has refused to sign offon
the parking-lotlease. Tupper said the
town still wants to modifyit to ensure
•that any changes to the lot or a

.:}~Jli£·,~~fM.~~J;~-~Jt:.~~~~i:';f/,\}i~;;:},}Mk¾~Page~~:;i;,

FERRY
Continued
from Page1B

has sued to get her property back
However,the state has leased the lot
to Cumberland, which in turn has
leased it to the ferry company.
While Yarmouth has refused to
sign that lease agreement, the town's
role in the lease is limitedbecause it
is not directlyinvolvedin the parking
lot rental.
The state threatened at one point
to take the CousinsIsland wharf and
Wharf Road by eminent domain if
Cumberlandand Yarmouthcouldnot
reach an agreement. But the towns,
aided by the state, have workedout a
wharfagreement.
Amongthe provisionsof the agreement is that the Maine Department
of Transportationwill improveWharf
Road and U1ewharf so that buses
canying ferry passengers can tum
around instead of backing down the
road.
The state will also help Cumberland buy non-pollutingbuses that can
be turned easily.

barging service to Chebeaguewon't
violateYarmouthtownordinances.· ·
The ferry sen.ice has been a
source of controversysince it began
running the 15-minuteroute between
Chebeague and Cousins islands in
the 1950s.Chebeague Islanders depend on the feny to get them to
schooland workon the mainland.
But residents of Cousins Island
complain that the ferry landing is a
source of traffic,noiseand tourists.
Cousins Island, which is part of
Yarmouth,is connectedto the mainland by a causeway. Chebeague Island is part ofCumberland.
The conflictcame to a head in the
past few years because the two
towns' IO-yearoperating agreement
for the ferry sen.ice expiredJan. 1.
Also,a contract that the ferry company had to use the parking lot on
Cousins Island was due to expire
Dec. 31, 1999.The owner of the parkLindsay Tice,news assistant,coning lot, Nancy Blanchard, had said tributedto thisstory.
she wasn't goingto rene\\'.the lease.
The state ended up · taking the
Staff WriterTess Nacelewiczcan
parking lot by eminent domainin Oc- be contactedat 791-6367orat:
tober, givingBlanchard$600,000.
She
tnacclcwicz@prcssherald.com

Kathy s,·-r~"""
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Sent:
To:
Subject:

18, 2000 7:22J~M__
_
(aJ Cumberland Town Office)'; Murphy, Gail D.
0 Council Meeting Agenda Item

Kathleen, Bob asked me to have the following message faxed. Could you please print it for him.
Gail, could you please fax to Bob Benson at 829-2224 just in case.
Thanks, - Jim
-----Original Message-----

From:

Phipps, James E.

Sent:
Monday, January 17, 2000 8:45 AM
To: Lambert, John F. (E-mail)
Subject:
Yarmouth 1/20 Council Meeting Agenda Item
John, I hear that the following "suggested order" appears on the Agenda as
th
the 6 item after some controversial items that are expected to take some
time (including an over night parking ban aimed at ferry customers and
dangerous dog ordinance) .
Wharf Agreement:
Be it Ordered that a new Wharf Agreement with the Town of Cumberland as
approved by the Cumberland Town Council on January 10, 2000, is hereby
conditionally approved subject to the following:
(1) Mutually satisfactory negotiation and resolution of outstanding
issues and concerns on a certain Lease Agreement between the MDOT and the
Town of Cumberland dated on or about October 26, 1999.
(2) Satisfactory evidence of commitment from MDT and/or the Town of
Cumberland to make improvements to the wharf head and acquire and utilize
low polluting, low-turn radius, and quiet busses as detailed in Section
1(h) of said agreement.
I think we should obtain some assurance that Bob's letter should satisfy
item 2, but I think item 1 should be discussed with DOT. My preference
would be for us to push for resolution of these issues before their
Thursday evening meeting.
Lets discuss.
- Jim

_
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09:13

Phipps, James E.
I uesday, January 18, ?000 7:22. PM
-Te,¾-·
--------~Babeu;-Kathfeen-(at
eumberlana,own otrrceT;-Murphy,Gail D.
-Subject:
FW: Yarmouth 1/20 Council Meeting Agenda Item
From:

-----<S-ent:

-----OriQin□I

Messarie•-··-

Frorn:
Sent:

Phipps. J.imes E.
Monday, January 17, 2000 8:45 AM

Subject:

Yarmoutn 1120 Council Meeting Agenda Jtem

Lambert, John F. (E-mail)

10:

John, I hear that'the following "sugge:sted order" appears on the Agenaaas the 6th item after son,e controversial items
that are expected to take some tirlle (inclydjng an over night parking ban aimed at ferry customers and dangerous dog
ordinance) .

f.i0 ·i!. Or(:~ired th,-it a, :·1ew 'l'ihu::::-f Agi::eeme'.'!r ,·J"i::-h th1;1 To~m 0£ Cu:nb<?:!:'land
C:.~:i:c_;.::~·la:",d').'ol'm CO\.!nc.il
0n ,T;,;nuary
10, 2000,
is hf;.e;-eby conditionally
-:~:,?. ic1llow:.1-:.g:

Ii)

M~t~~!ly

satisfa~~nry

•-'" ..-,. ,::,~·r'.:.:.ir. ~.0i,.;;<?.
Oc~ob~~
26, 19g9_

negoti~tion
Ag-c-co~~c:.t: b.,,t.wee:1

and raQolution
1:he MOOT an.d

; 2)
'.,:-;t. i.s:,10t()1-y
c,s,.:.dc,H;,~, o:ti conw.itrnent
:"'·-:.:u:.,,.-:.:.,i:-1<."i
-r.o n,t,k<.>: im;:,rov<';::11.ml-=1 to Che

: cw-: ,.;::r. ::-ac~i.~.::;, ;;;:-:d q'...,.i.et o~sses

f~orn
wharf

as det;:i iled

U-1t;

as .:ipprovc~d
by r:hec
,;1ppl:-oved ,:;;1.1l:;jc,-:;c 1..u

of out~tanding
isaues
and co11co~n~
Town of CumberlanCi
dated
OL or abOi)t

MDT d!ld/or
che
head and acquire

i::-, Section

Town
and

l {h)

of

Of

ut.j_lize
lo,,.; p<:ol.lutj_r-:.(1,
said
agrG:emen t ..

I think we should obtain $Omc @ssurance that Bob's letter shdui:.i "3atisfy item 2, but I think item -1should be discussed with
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TOWN OF CUMBERLAND, MAINE
APPLICATION for VICTUALER'S (Food Service Establishment) LICENSE
.---------

J-e~ri_S() n

.S _ -1)

r/___
r.4~S·Ln___
_

Business

or Trade

Business

t'2.£J.___6.__L..a_n_c[,,_y_.c_r{__jIJ.J
______________
_
Manager:JJ.::)aJJ_L.fJ
n_~t7 Business Phone: -~ 9-__~.2 C/__I

Name
Date

of

Name:--

1

A ctdress:

of event

or new

license:

'

/ - / ') -

.

ZotJ u

~<./-v,-q 5

~

d> ~

Q.Gcul :J:~0"2--CD~te:
J_·J/J,- tJO{)
=============================W=========================

Signature

of authorized

person:

CHECK THE PROPER CATEGORY OF REQUESTED LICENSE:
(a)

Restaurant or Victualer not serving malt beverages on the
premises.

$50.00

(b)

Restaurant or Victualer serving malt beverages on the
premises.

$50.00

(c)

Class A Restaurant, as defined by the Revised Statutes
of r-.faine, serving both malt liquor and spirituous and
vinous liquor.

$50.00

( d)

A business establishment such as, but not limited to, retail
grocery stores, food storage warehouses, bakeries, delicatessen
stores, and dairy product stores where food is stored or is kept
for sale and where the total area of the establishment is less than
10,000 square feet.

$25.00

(e)

Same as (d) but total area of the establishment
10,000 square feet.

$25.00

(f)

Eating and Lodging places. Any place where eating and
sleeping accommodations are furnished to the public such
as hotels, motels, and bed and breakfasts.

$100.00

(g)

Establishment

NO FEE

(h)

Vending Machine.

$10.00

(i)

Temporary Vending Unit operating at a fair. (per unit):

$10.00

Name

is more than

operated by Non•Profit organization.

& type of vending

~

unit(s): ___________________

_

-=====

Enclose CHECK payable to: ''Town of Cumberland"
SEND TO: TOWN CLERK, 290 Tuttle Road, Cumberland, ME 04021
Application

received:

/- I J.. - O O

Date of issuance:

STATE
PUBLIC

OF MA lNE

UTILITIES

242 STATE
18 STATE

HOUSE

AUGUSTA

I---

--THOMAS

CWELCH

COMMJSS!Ol\"

STREET
STATION
MAI

1

E
WILLIAM M. NUGENT
STEPHEN L. DIAMOND

-------~043_)_3-0_Q.18

CHAIRMAN

COMMISSIONERS

January 2000
Dear Klara No11on:
Maine is restrncturing its electricity industry to open the market to competition. The Public UtilWesCommission has
recently announced the Standard Offer prices, and is completing the work needed to allow utilities, Electricity Suppliers
and customers to participate effectively in the new market. All of this activity will culminate on March I, 2000, when
restrncturing takes effect.
Your constituents may have questions about how these changes will affect them and how they can take advantage of the
opportunities created by restructuring. To help you serve your constituents, the Public Utilities Commission is offering a
series of electric restructuring information presentations across the state. Hosted by PUC Commissioners, the
presentations will give you a chance to learn more about several new developments in electric restrncturing that will affect
all Maine consumers.
Among the issues to be discussed at these meetings will be Standard Offer Service, projected market development,
aggregation and possibilities for the foture.
All electric restructuring presentations are free, and are part of the PUC's Consumer Education Program. Meeting sites
and dates are as follows:
Jan. 18
Jan.21
Jan.25
Jan.27
Jan.28
Jan.31

(RSVP by Jan. 13)

Rumford
Rockland
Bangor
Portland
Houlton
Augusta

(RSVP by Jan. 18)
(RSVP by Jan. 20)
(RSVP by Jan. 24)
(RSVP by Jan. 25)
(RSVP by Jan.26)

Madison Motel & Conference Center
The Samoset
Bangor Civic Center
Holiday Inn By the Bay
Atrium Restaurant
Augusta Civic Center

Registration and a continental breakfast available beginning at 7:30AM.
Presentation from 8:00 - 9:00AM

We urge you to come to one of these informative and informal meetings to learn more about electric restrncturing in
Maine. Kindly fill in the below information and fax your RSVP to (207) 775-3389 or send by email to:
cpalm@nlpm1ners.com.
Sincerely,
Tom Welch
Chairman

Bill Nugent
Commissioner

Name:_________

Steve Diamond
Commissioner

Organization:_________________

Attending, January_______

_

, 2000

f'RISTEU(';',. !-.Ecn LEllP-\rER

PHONE:

(2l17) 287-3831

(VOICE)

TTY:

l-81.'0-437-122l'

FAX:

(207)

287-1039

Joseph B. Taylor
4--tawn-Avenue·--------------Cumoerlana Center, Maine 04021
Phone/Fax. 829-5751
E mail Joemtayl@aol.com

--------------------4

January 8, 2000
Robert B. Benson
Town Manager
Town of Cumberland
290 Tuttle Road
Cumberland, Maine 04021-9321
Re: Cumberland-York Aggregation Coalition and Falmouth-Cumberland
Chamber of Commerce
Dear Bob:
This letter is a brief update on the two items that the Council has requested that I
keep track of. First the CYAC is waiting for the PUC to reconsider the new
"standard offer'' that it received. While the second round of bidding produced
good results, 4.1 cents/KW, it is believed that the price didn't include an
increment for "stranded costs". On the advice of Rich Silkman the coalition has
decided to wait into the New Year until this pricing structure becomes clearer.
There doesn't seem to be any advantage to committing our load to anyone at this
time.
I have attended a couple of the Chamber meetings and am primarily looking for
ways that the Chamber can be of service to the Cumberland business community
and the Town. I haven't yet determined an efficient way to keep in touch with the
inner workings in town and should sit down with you soon to get a better handle
on this and how I should interface with the Falmouth business community- if at
all.
One item I hear mentioned by Doug Harris is their desire for another access to
IR95 from Rt. 1 north of the Falmouth Cumberland Town Line. I have no idea
where you and the Council stand on this so have not reacted to the proposition.
Please let me know if there are any issues that you wish to have me bring up. I'll
try to get an appointment with you next week.
Best wishes to all for the New Year.
Sincerely,

B60

Dear business owner:

January 7, 2000

My name is Wayne Poland and I am asking for your help.
I am the President of Local 458 (Greater Portland) of the American Postal Workers
Union. We are facing the hardships of dislocation and you are facing a future of higher
business costs and lower levels of mail service - the lifeline for many businesses in Greater
Portland. I hope you will join us in speaking out against the ill-conceived move of Portland's
· central mail processing facility to Lewiston.
Here are the facts if the move to Lewiston goes forward:
1.

Local mail service will suffer - current service schedules will have to be
compressed to accommodate more travel time.

2.

Bulk mail costs - the core of marketing or advertising for many businesses - will
see charges rise between 9% and 40% due to inaccessibility of the central
processing center.

3.

You and other local businesses will suffer from the loss of this local employment the present impact on our economy from the ongoing payroll will be lost.

4.

85% of the employees - our members and your neighbors -will have longer
commutes to work- amounting to over 7.5 million miles of travel cost and time.

5.

The Postal Service will have higher trucking costs (and time) - Greater Portland is
the best location from the point of view of contract trucking requirements.

Last year, three Greater Portland sites were selected as finalists. When the first choice the Rand Road site in Portland - was abandoned because seven of the nine acres scheduled for
construction were found to be wetlands, the other two finalists should have been considered.
The Army Corps of Engineers has stated that these two sites - vacant land near Scarborough
Downs and the Grondin Site in South Portland - were inappropriately dismissed. Each is served
by adequate utilities and has ready access to interstate highways.
According to the Postal Service's own figures, less than an acre of wetlands would be
affected by developing these sites - far less environmental impact than millions of additional
employee commuting miles each year. The additional costs of a Lewiston center include
$212,820 (Scarborough) or $234,177 (Grondin) in contract trucking.
Although some people in Lewiston claim Greater Portland is trying to "steal" business
from them, the opposite is closer to true. Lewiston solicited consideration during the evaluation
of Greater Portland sites, even though that area had bee11ruled out. Although this is sometimes
depicted as a City vs. City issue, that has never really been true - the question is what is best for
the postal service, its employees and the communities we serve. The answer is Greater Portland.

We believe there is a good chance we can keep the plant in Greater Portland. We need the
community - including the business commumty - to express support to key policy makers and
decision-makers. We think the key contacts are the Postmaster General, the Northeast Regional
Vice President for Operations and our congressional leaders. Their names, addresses and
telephone numbers follow.
Please take a moment to express support for strong postal service and economic support
for our community to these leaders by a letter, telephone call or other means. Feel free to
contact me if you have any questions. Please accept the thanks of hundreds of postal workers,
your fellow citizens and their families for your help.
On behalf of the membership, I would like to thank the Greater Portland Chambers of
Commerce, who assisted in this mailing and in many other ways, for their support as we
struggle with this issue.

/J)at/M-~j
Wayne Poland, President
Portland, Me. Area Local 458/ APWU
P.O.Box3111
Portland, Me. 04104
(207) 773-3994
1-888-565-3977
Fax: (207) 773-5052

Mr. William Henderson
Postmaster General and CEO
United States Postal Service
475 L'Enfant Plaza, SW
Washington, D.C. 20260
(202) 268-2500

Mr. Jon Steele
USPS Vice President
Northeast Area Operations
6 Griffin Road North
Windsor, Ct. 06006
(860) 285-1253
fax: (860) 285-1253

Senator Olympia Snowe
250 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510
(202) 224-5344
Port. (207) 874-0883

Senator Susan Collins
172 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510
(202) 224-2523

Congressman Thomas Allen
1717 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515
(202) 225-6116
Port. (207) 774-5019

Congressman John Baldacci
1740 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515
(202) 225-6306

TASKFORCE.S(cont'd)

HOPPE.R(cont'd)

~urcharge ~n telephone bills which is u_sed_to fund 1he mendations regarding what levels and types of assistance
1mplementa11011
of the E:9-1_-l progr!m. This bill would also may_be ne.c.essary_tQhelp_achie~eJhe 5_Q%_r_e_cy_cling
goaLin____
require ttiat upon the acllvatlon ofE-9-1-1 service many area,
.
telephone directories would have to-clearlyestablish 9-1-1 as the_lbeu p.Ianneclr.ep.or
__
L...._ _____________
_
sole telephone number to use in the case of a public safety
emergency.
LD 2488 - An Act to Support E-9-1-1 Database Development
and Maintenance and to Lower Fees Charged to Users for Equipment
Replacement Costs (Sponsored by Sen. Carey of Kennebec County)
This bill, as a "concept drafl", would provide funds to local
exchange carrier telephone companies for their assistance in
maintaining the customer information database in E-9-1-1
compatible formats. The concept draft bill would also lower the fee
charged to users for replacement equipment costs in the E-9-1-1
system.
LD 2355 - An Act to Repeal Certain Archaic and Unenforced
Laws Related to the Duties of the Secretary of State (Sponsored by
Sen. Kontos of Cumberland County; additional cosponsors)
Among other changes, lhis bill would repeal a section of
municipal law lhat establishes in the Corporation Division of the
Secretary of Slate's Office a repository for all cable t.v. franchise
agreements.

6. The proper role of municipal zoning and olher local
control in regard to siting, expansion and operation of solid
waste disposal facilities.
For a combination of reasons
including the extreme divisiveness of the issue, insufficient

~e3}~latlv8-ULLE-~~IN
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time and the pending Hampden litigation, the Task Force is
unable to make a substantive recommendationin this policy
area. (LL)

January 21, 2000

Tax Committee Charts Course for
Session • • • The Question is Destination
distributing I 0% of the meals and lodgOn Wednesday and Thursday this al referendum. Another bill, LD 1122,
ing lax revenue collected by the stale
week, theTaxation Committeedisposed would not authorize a local option lax
(co111i1111ed
011page 2)
of eight carryover bills in work session but would have the same effect by reactivity, and the culmination of that
series of decisions will chart the course
of the Taxation Committee's recommendations for this second legislative
session with respect to
• State policy governing tax exThere are two public hearings next week that municipal officials may
empt properly
find of particular importance.
• Property tax relief in the year
2000
Education Funding
• The phenomenon of remarkably
On Monday, January 24", beginning al 9:00 a.m. in Columbus Hall al
high property lax mill rates in some
the St. Paul Center (Oblate House), the Appropriations Committee will open
"service center" and property-poor
the Governor's proposed supplemental budget lo public hearing.
communities
The first element of the supplemental budget for public hearing MonTo hear the Commillee members
day morning is the budget forthe Department of Education. The Governor's
talk, there is almost unanimoussupport
budget includes bringing the FY 2001 GPA appropriation 10 $651 million,
lhal action should be taken this legislawhich is a 5% increase over the FY 2000 appropriation. MMA 's Legislative
tive session on all three fronts. The
Policy Committee is seeking lo lift the FY 2001 GPA appropriation 10 $658
membersare so divided over whatstratmillion, a 6% increase over this currentyear. MMA is also seeking a $20
egies lo pursue, however, all the good
million appropriation for the continued capitalization of the School Renointentions could come to nothing.
vation fund.
Local Option Taxation.
On
Wednesday, the Commillee reviewed
Sharing Video Gaming Revenues
four local option taxation bills carried
On Tuesday, January 25'', beginning al 1:30 p.m. in Room 436 of the
over from the 1999 session. One (LD
Slate House, the Legal and Veterans Affairs Commillee will be hosting a
1921) would authorize a county-level
public hearing on LD 2349, A11Act to Allow Video Lottery Terminals. This
local option lax which would add a
measurewould open up video gaming in the state at horse racing tracks,wilh
surchargeto the real estate transfertax
40% of the net income going lo the municipalities 10 add 10 municipal
to secure revenue for land conservarevenue sharing. On January 20•, MMA's Legislative Policy Commillee
tion. One (LD 2023) would authorize a
voted to take no position on the citizens' initiative. Concerns were exlocal option income lax. One (LD 2024)
pressed about basing properly lax relief on gambling revenues, but the LPC
would authorize a local option meals
decided lo lei the citizens' initiative rise or fall with Maine voters on its own
and lodging lax. And one (LD 809)
merits.
would authorize a local option sales tax
Mark Your Calendars:
of I%, with half the revenue supporting
An important public hearing on the Taxation Commillee's report on
county government and the other half
properly lax exemptions is scheduled for Wednesday, February 2 al 1:15
relieving the local property lax. All the
p.m. in the Committee's temporary quarters in Augusta City Hall. For more
local option bills would require the afdetails, see the article on taxation matters in this issue of the Bulletin.
fected electorate lo approve the option

Next Week-at-a-Glance
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TAXATION(cont'd)

governmental property tax exemptions
also took a downturn on Thursday. The

back to the municipalities where it was

Chommittcelcoll<luctdedhSlraw
pohlliCng
on
t e severa propose c anges t e omgcneratea.
.
mittee has itself developed over the last
In 1999, MMA~s begislativi>-Pohc-ythree months, such as:
Committee sifted through the various
• a requirement that any property
proposals and voted to support LD 809 belonging to a charitable organization
as a simple, voluntary, local-cont~·ol that is not being actually and regularly
tool that would give municipalities with used for the charitable purpose be taxhigh property tax burden a chance to able; or
relieve the pressure.
• the requirement that an exempt
During the deliberations, several charitable institution report on the value
Committee members spoke about how of the uncompensated goods or sermuch the local electorate could be vices it provides to justify its exemptrusted 10 make the right decisions and
t1on.
how the municipal officers could be
Even these modest steps toward
trusted to use the new-source revenues
statutory accountability received only
prudently. Then the Committee proone or two votes of support among the
ceeded to vote "ought not to pass" on
seven Committee members present,
all five measures - unanimously on
several of whom repeated their opinthree bills and with divided but negaions of last month that current law govtive reports on LD 809 and LD 1122.
erning tax exempt property should not
Personal Property. On Thursday,
be changed by one word.
the Committee
took up another
Public Hearing. The result of the
carryover bill that would have repealed
Commiuee's efforts to review property
the personal property tax in Maine and
tax exemptions is a report. That report
reimbursed municipalities for the rewill include the Committee's finding
sulting tax revenue loss through a spewith respect to the status of the law
cially-designed municipal revenue shargoverning property tax exemptions in
ing program.
Maine and any recommended changes
After the Committee discussed how the
repeal of the personal property tax
would be much superior to the continuation of the Business Equipment Tax
Reimbursement Program (BETR), the
appropriations for which are now over
$50 million a year, the Committee conOn Tuesday, January I 81h, the Lecluded that "the time is not right" for gal and Veterans Affairs Committee
this type of tax reform and unanimously
voted 10 to 0 that LD 1149, An Act to
killed the bill.
Require the Municipal Clerk to Attend
Property Tax Exemptions. Pros- at Least One Training Session that is
pects for making any improvements to Approved by the Secretary of State Evthe standardless law governing non- ery 2 Years Regarding the Conduct of

to that law. The Commiltee's recommendations will include a number of
standards to give some structure to the
law governing the charitable exemplion, but Thursday s actions reveal that
those recommendations will only have
the support of a minority of the Committee. The reporl will also include the
recommendation to implement a "Revenue Sharing 11" system that would
distribute state revenues to municipalities in a targeted way so that the state
could help pay for some of the municipal costs of serving these exempt institutions. The Revenue Sharing II part of
the Committee's report is expected to
have the support of a strong majority of
the Committee, but to actually fund
that additional revenue sharing program faces some enormous political
obstacles.
The Tax Committee's report is
scheduled to be posted on the Internet
at the following
site.
http://
www state me.us/legis/ofpr/study_htm.
The public hearing on the Taxation
Committee's report will be held on February 2 at I: 15 p.m. in the Taxation
Committee's temporary quarters in the
City Council's chambers in Augusta
City Hall. (GH)

Elec1io11s, "ought not to pass".
A weekly publicationof the Maine Municipal Associationthroughoutsessions of the
Maine Slate Legislature.
Subscriptions to the 811lle1i11
arc available at a ra1eof $20 per calendaryear. Inquiries
regarding subscriptionsor opinions expressed
in this publication should be addressed to:
Legislalivc Bulle1i11,Maine Municipal Association, 60 Community Drive, Augusta, ME
04330. Tel: 623-8428.

Editorial Staff: ChristopherLockwood,
ExecutiveDirector,andGeoffreyHerman,Kale
Dufour, LindaLockhart,andTina Meansof the
State & Federal Relations staff.

The bill was carried over from the
first session with the understanding that
the Secretary of State would work with
MMA to develop regional pilot training programs to encourage municipal
clerks to voluntarily attend training sessions. In the fall of I 999, eight free
regional four-hour workshops were held
across the state. A total of 106 clerks
attended, many of whom had never
before attended an elections workshop.
Although the Secretary of State's
Office agreed that the pilot program

2

'Jie-b/11summaries are written by MMA staj) and are not
SLlhstandard-h·eating oil tanks-in-c·ertain----quafrfred----houscholds---for
1retessarily the proposed bill's summary statementormrexcerpt
oJ--F-Y-99 and F-¥'00. This bill would remove-the-sunset-provision on
tlu,1 s1m111uirystalemenl.)
that law, establishing the $1.5 million annual allotment for the
years beyond FY 00.
LD 2537 - An Act to Revise the funding of the Ground Water
Oil Clean-up Fund (Sponsored by Rep. Daigle of Arundel;
additional cosponsors)
This bill would make a number of changes to the Ground
Water Oil Clean Up Fund, which is funded by fees assessed
against each barrel of gasoline, and refined petroleum products
stored in the state. Among other changes, the bill would limit the
allocation from the Fund to the State Fire Marshal's Office to
$225,000, but authorize those funds to be spent on training local
fire departments on petroleum storage, assessment and response.
The bill would also authorize disbursements of up to $180,000
from the fund for state inspection of home heating oil tanks and to
train local fire departments aboul above-ground oil storage
facilities.

Appropriations and Financial Affairs
LD 2504 - An Acl 10 Enhance the Conservation of Atlantic
Salmon (Sponsored by Rep. Dugay of Cherryfield; additional
cosponsors)
This bill would appropriate $750,000 to the Atlantic Salmon
Commission
to support local watershed councils and the
implementation of their salmon restoration plans, including money
for project grants, land appraisals, GIS data base, pollution
reduction, lab equipment, code enforcement, etc.

Business and Economic Development
LD 2502 - An Act to Support the Maine Rural Developmenl
Council and its Community Capacity Building Work in Distressed
Rurnl Areas in the Siate (Sponsored by Senator Lawrence of York
County; additional cosponsors)
This bill would appropriate $125,000 to fond the Maine Rural
Development Council to develop community capacity building
projects .ind to provide advocacy for the social and economic
needs in rural Maine.

State and Local Government
LD 2300-An Act to Make Minor Changes to the Community
Development Definitions to Maintain Compatibility with Federal
Regulations (Sponsored by Sen. Daggett of Kennebec County;
additional cosponsors)
This bill would make minor wording changes to thedcfini1ions
governing the state's community development program to bring
that law into conformance with the parallel language in federal
regulations.

Criminal Justice
LD 2494 - Resolve, to Create a Commission to Study the
Regulation of Firearms in Maine (Sponsored by Rep. Muse of
South Portland; additional cosponsors)
This resolve establishes a 7-membercommission
to study the
need for changes in the regulations of firearms in Maine in order
to reduce gun-related violence.
The commission must file its
report, including any recommenda1ions for siatulory changes, by

LD 2446 - An Acl to Encourage Energy Efficiency in
Governmenial
Facilities (Sponsored by Rep. Davidson of
Brunswick)
This bill would establish an energy use reduction goal of 25%
to be realized by 2010, which pertains to all buildings of
"governmental units.'' To mccl the energy use reduction goal, the
governmental units would be authorized to enter into performancebased contracts with state-approved energy service companies.
The "governmental units" to which this law applies includes state
agencies, state authorities, state-supported
institutions, state
institutions of higher learning, and "joint action agencies comprised
of political subdivisions."

December 31, 2000.

Committee Supports Voluntary
Trainingfor MunicipalClerks

Legislative Bulletin

IN THE HOPPER

had been successful, the Office remained concerned with the fact thal a
significant percentage of the municipal
clerks had never attended a training
session.
Therefore, in spite of the
success of the regional program offerings, the Secretary came back to the
work session with a request that the
Committee mandate the training, as
would be required under the printed
bill.
The Committee, concerned with
passing a mandate to municipalities,
believed that the piloted program had
been successful and voted to continue
the voluntary training process. To the
credit of the Secretary of State, the
department will continue to offer ten to
fifteen free regional, four-hour training
workshops each year for the benefit of
the municipal election clerks. (KD)

Inland Fisheries and Wildlife
LD 2468 - An Acl to Establish the Watercraft Enforcement
Fund (Sponsored by Rep. McKee of Wayne; additional cosponsors)
This bill, in concept draft, would direct a portion of the
money collected for watercraft registrations throughout the state
into ;:1Watercraft Enforcement Fund to be administered by Inland
Fisheries and Wildlife and used to support boating laws enforcement
through training of inland harbor masters, with a focus on education
and safety.

Taxation
LD 2501 - An Act to Strengthen Maine's Corporate
Accountability Lnw (Sponsored by Sen. Pingree of Knox County;
additional cosponsors)
This bill would add more detail to the law governing the
reports that have to be wrillen by several stale agencies regarding
the economic development incentives and tax breaks thal arc
provided to businesses. This bill would also require the State Tax
Assessor to prepare a report every year that identifies the cost
effect each year to the state on revenue sharing and the school
funding formula as a result of municipnl tax increment financing
districts. This bill would also cul off continuing business incentives
to any employer who fails to meet all employer reporting
requirements established by the economic development incentive
accountability law.

Labor
LD 2364 - An Act to Restore Early Retirement Options for
Teachers (Sponsored by Sen_ Pingree of Knox County; additional
cosponsors)
Under current law, public school teachers who retire before
the age of 62 are penalized by a reduction in their benefit from the
Maine State Retirement system. This bill replaces that penalty
wi1h no penalty for teachers who re1ire with at least IO years of
creditable service, and an actuarial-based penally for teachers who
retire with less than IO years of creditable service. The bill also
establishes a Task Force of 9 members, three of whom arc picked
by the Maine Education Association, which would be charged
with studying early retirement options for school teachers.

Utilities and Energy
LD 2389-An Act to Facilitate the Implementation of the E9-1-1 Sysicm (EMERGENCY) (Sponsored by Sen. Konlos of
Cumberland County; additional cosponsors)
This bill would retroactively reactivate a recently repealed

Natural Resources
LD 2377 - An Act to Prevent Contamination from Home
Heating Oil Tanks (Sponsored by Sen. Nutting of Androscoggin
County; additional cosponsors)
Under current law, $1,500,000 a year was provided under !he
Ground Water Oil Clean Up Fund to pay for replacement of

(co11ti1111ed011page 8)
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HEARINGS(cont'd)

Conservation and Forestry (287-1312)

the Natural Gas Industry (Sponsor: CAREY)

1:00 p.m. With the Joint Standing Commillee on Legal and
Veterans' Affairs (287-1310)

WORK SESSION: LO 2317 - An Act Increasing the Au1horized
_Jndebledness_oithc_\leazie...Se.w_cr.Djs1rict{Sponsoc:_CAME.BELL,
b):'. request
WORK SESSION: LD 2335 - An Act to Revise the Charier of the
Madawaska Water District (Emergency) (Sponsor: AHEARNE)

Wednesday, January 26
Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry
Capital Room, Augusta Civic Center, 9:30 a.m.
287-1312
LD 2306 - An Act 10 Amend the Animal Welfare Laws (Sponsor
COWGER) (Submitted by the Department of Agriculture, Food
and Rural Resources)

Appropriations and Financial Affairs
ColumbUs Hall, St. Paul Center (Oblale House)
287-1635
"Supplemenlal Budget Bill"

3:00 p.m. With the Joint Standing Committee on Inland Fisheries
ancfWJRl1TfeTT87-l338)
Business and Economic Developmenl
Sagadahoc Room, Augusta Civic Cenler, 9:30 a.m.
287-1331
LO 2433 - An Act to Penalize a Company thal Does Nol Submit
the Report Required by Law Regarding State Assistance (Sponsor:
TWOMEY)
Labor
Room 334, Stale House, 10:00 a.m.
287-1333
LD 2364 - An Act to Restore Early Retirement Options for
Teachers (Sponsor: PINGREE)
1:30 p,m, WORK SESSION: LD 2075 - An Act to Amend the
Maine Workers' Compensation Act of 1992 as it Pertains to
Occupational Health (Sponsor: COWGER)

9:00 a.m. With the Joint Standing Committee on Judiciary (287-

1327)
11:00 a.m. With the Joint Standing Committee on Health and
Human Services (287-1317)
1:00 p.m. With the Joint Standing Committee on Health and
Human Services (conlinued)

Utilities and Energy
Room 438, Slale House, 9:00 a.m.
287-4143
POSTPONED (to be rescheduled at a later time) LD 2411 - An
Act to Allow Certain Public Utilities to Extend Their Service into
Areas Serviced by Other Public Utilities (Sponsor: MURPHY, T.)
LO 2427 - An Act Relating to Underground Facility Plants
(Sponsor: DAVIDSON) (Submitted by the Public Utilities
Commission)

Judiciary
Room 438, State House, 11:00 a.m.
287-1327

Friday, January 28

WORK SESSION: LO 2268-An Act lo Provide Freedom of Access
to All Reports Commissioned by the State (Sponsor: CHICK)

Appropriations and Financial Affairs
Columbus Hall, St. Paul Center (Oblate House)
287-1635
"Supplemenlal Budget Bill"

Natural Resources
Room 437, State House, 9:30 a.m.
287-4149
LO 2437 - An Act to Revise the Funding of the Ground Water Oil
Clean-up Fund (Sponsor: DAIGLE)

9:00a.m. With the Joint Standing Commillee on Natural Resources
(287-4149)

State and Local Government
Room 334, State House, 9:30 a.m.
287-1330

11:00 a.m. With the Joint Standing Committee on Banking and
Insurance (287-1314)

LO 2342 - An Act to Add Emergency Medical Services to the
Municipal Fire Dcparlment Authority (sponsor: DUPLESSIE)

WORK SESSION: LD 2300- An Act to Make Minor Changes to
the Community
Development
Definitions
to Maintain
Comparability with Federal Regula1ions (Sponsor: DAGGETT)
(Submitted by the Departmcnl of Economic and Community
Development)
WORK SESSION: LD 2309 - Resolve, Authorizing the
Commissioner of Adminis1rativeand Financial Services to Transfer
or Acquire Property or Interests in Property at the Maine Criminal
Justice Academy, Oak Grove Coburn School in Vassalboro and at
Other State-owned Property (Sponsor: PENDLETON) (Submitted
by the Department of Administrative and Financial Services)
WORK SESSION: LO 1849 - An Ac1 to Amend the Laws
Governing Public Easements and the Discontinuance of Town
Ways (Sponsor: MCKEE)

Thursday, January 27
Appropriations and Financial Affairs
Columbus Hall, SI. Paul Center (Oblate House)
287-1635
"Supplemenlal Budgel Bill"

Nalural Resources
Room 437, State House, 10:30 a.m.
287-4149
LO 2325 - An Act to Address Financial Inequities in Special
Waste Fees (Sponsor: DUNCAN)
LO 2442 - An Act Regarding the Requirement of Notice in the
Acquisition of Solid Waste Hauling, Incineration Residue Disposal
and Related Assets (Sponsor: POVICH)
LD 2350 - An Act to Clarify the Laws Governing Solid Waste
Disposal Districts (Sponsor: MICHAUD)

Monday, January 31
Nalural Resources
Room 437, Stale House, 1:00 p.m.
287-4149
LD 2377 - An Act to Prevent Contamination from Home Heating
Oil Tanks (Sponsor: NUTTING, J.)(Submitted by the Department
of Environmental Protection)
State and Local Government
Room 334, Stale House, 9:30 a.m.
287-1330
LO 2480 - An Act to Allow Police Assistance in Emergency
Situations (Sponsor: MURPHY, E.)

9:00 a.m. With the Joint Standing Committee on Agriculture,
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The Last Gimmick (revisited)
Wilen Governor Kmg held a press
conference on January I0 1li to outline
the elements of his budget proposal, he
said that his supplemental budget proposal for the years FY 2000-200 I would
finally eliminate all the state-level "gimmicks" enacted in the early l 990's to
balance the state budget.
Not quite.
One of those I 99 I gimmicks
slashed the reimbursement rate paid to
municipalities
and counties to cover
the time local law enforcement personnel spends in state courthouses prosecuting state motor vehicle laws so that
violators can pay state-imposed
fines
to the state.
Before this 199 I shift-and-shaft
gimmick, municipalities
were reimbursed at an honest hourly rate for the
time local law enforcement
officers
spent in court. In I 991, the hourly rate
was replaced with a $10 per day "witness fee", a fraction of the municipalities' actual costs.
The property taxpayers, in other
words, were called upon to directly
subsidize the state's revenue collection
system.
Thanks to the efforts of Representative Ken Lemont (Kittery), the issue
has been before the Legislature for the
last eight years, waiting to be made
right.
In I 998, when presented with evidence that the average direct municipal
cost associated with sending a police
officer to court was at least $65 per day,
the Legislature agreed to bump the $10
per diem to $25. Representative Lemont
came back in 1999 with LD 1251, An

Act to Change the Reimbursement Rate
for Law Enforcement Personnel Who
Testify in Court, which would increase
the per diem to $50. LD 1251 still
doesn't make municipalities whole, but
it at least approximates the reimbursement rate that the Legislature previously slashed in the 1991 gimmick.
Representative Lemont's LD 1251
was unanimously supported by the Judiciary Committee a year ago, but rejected by the Appropriations
Committee last June and sent back to the Judi-

ciary Committee for consideration this
second legislative session.
On January I 2", the Judiciary Commillee unanimously supported LD 1251
for the second time, sending it back
into the same dynamic to join hundreds
of other money bills "on the table" to
compete for an ought-to-pass vote by
the Appropriations Committee.
MMA has just conducled an updated survey which reveals that the
average direct municipal cost for send-

ing a law enforcement officer to District Court now is $75 per day, which
means that current state reimbursement
isn't paying one third of the direct municipal costs.
The proposed supplemental
budget bill does not finally fix all the gimmicks of the early I 990's. The double
irony is lhat the fiscal note on LD 1251
is paid for many times over by the fines
that are secured by the work of the local
police officers. Thus far, the Legislature would rather spend those revenues
on programs other than police reimbursement.
That's what gimmicks are all about.

f-

Right-to-Know and Reports
On Wednesday, January 19• the
Judiciary Commiuee held a public hearing on LD 2268, An Act to Provide

Freedom of Access to All Reports Commissioned by the State.
The bill would require that anytime a state or local governing body
commissions a study, a written report
at the conclusion of that study would
have to be given to Jhe governing body.
The origin of lhe bill appears to be
a controversy in the fall of 1999, when
a consulting firm hired by the state to
study Y2K preparedness indicated to a
legislative task force that it had been
directed not to reduce some findings to
writing regarding public safety contingencies because of the potential sensitivity of that information.
MMA spoke in opposition to the
bill. Depending how the terms "study"
or "commissioned" are interpreted, the
requirement could lead to a significant
overburden of administrative
paperwork. Every routine request for information by a local board - and dozens of
such requests might be made at any
selectmens' meeting - could trigger the
need for a written report in each case.
The sponsors of the bill testified
Jhat they had not intended for the language to be so broad-based that all
municipal task assignments must generate written reports. The sponsors
maintained they were only interested in
ensuring that larger, more significant

studies and reports would be available
to the general public.
In addition to MMA, opponenls of
the bill included Kay Rand, reprcsenling lhe Governor's office, and Gordon
Scott, representing the Maine Newspaper Association, which opposed the bill
only on technical grounds.
The testimony from Kay Rand focused on the
fact that the Y2K incident had been a
misunderstanding,
and that a written
report had been available to the public
on the state's web site. Rand did admit
that there had been an error in the decision to not make state agency contingency plans available to the general
public, but said that the decision had
been made in an effort to address public
safety concerns. The contingency plans
not published included information on
where the state police would be stationing additional officers, and where the
welfare and unemployment
checks,
which had been prepared in advance,
would be stored.
The Maine Newspaper Association,
although testifying in opposition 10 the
bill, provided the Commiltee with a
proposed amendment ilia! supported the
intentions of the bill. The amendment
requires that a commissioned report or
study be reduced to writing and that
one or more copies of the report be
delivered to and retained by the commissioning government. The newspa(co111i1111ed011 page
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More Task Force News
Most of the land use task forces
being followed by MMA have completed or are near completion of their

assigned tasks.

Public Water Supplies
The Task Force to Protect Public
Water Supplies finalized its report in a
January 14 meeting. The report recommends enhancement of public drink-

ing water supplies through adoption of
a Water Supply Protection Act, moving the Drinking Water Program from
the Department of Human Services to

the Department of Environmental Protection, and an education campaign.

The Task Force reached consensus that the water protection functions
of the DEP and the water regulation
functions of the Drinking Water Program at DHS should be combined. The
goal of the merger is the "integration
of regulations within one agency to
protect the resource and ensure public
health while administering the provisions oft he Safe Drinking Water Act in
one agency." DEP would house the

new organization.
The Task Force
recommended that a consultant be hired
to assist DEP in integrating the DHS
functions (Drinking Water, Plumbing
Control, Radiation Control, and the
Eating and Lodging Program) into their
structure. While there is general agreement on moving the Drinking Water
Program to DEP, Task Force members
are currently split on the advisability
of moving Plumbing Control and Radiation Control.
In a memorandum
that appeared to surprise Task Force
members, the Director of the Division
of Health Engineering at DHS related
his agency's position that the Drinking
Water Program should remain with
DHS. According to Clough Toppan's
memorandum and discussion with the
Task Force, it appears that DHS will
not be supportive of the transfer.
The Task Force made additional
recommendations
to:
I. Create and fund a new position
under the Land and Water Resources

Council to develop an education strategy aimed at municipalities
and the
general public.
2. Enact the "Public Water Supply Protection Act" to identify significant public water supplies, strive for a
higher degree of protection for water
supplies, and allow watershed or wellhead protection efforts.
3. Require municipalities to provide notice of proposed land use
projects to water utilities for activities
in their source water protection areas.
4. Convene a task force to evaluate requirements, agencies and regulations regarding above ground oil storage tanks.
A printed bill reflecting the recommendations of the Task Force should
be available next month.

better serve municipalities and businesses. At such time as the State Planning Office, in consultation with regional associations, finds that disposal
capacity is projected to be needed for
bulky wastes, construction/demolition
waste and/or land clearing debris, and
that the regional associations are not
able to pursue the siting, establishment
and operation of such a facility, the
Office may submit a report to the Natural Resources Committee recommending the construction and operation of a
state-owned solid waste disposal facility that will fulfill the disposal need.

5. The co111in11ed
developmen1a11d
expansion of beneficial reuse and recycli11g. The DEP should convene a
stakeholder group that focuses on beneficial reuse; reaffirmation of the 50%
recycling goal; and the SPO will include a review of municipal and commercial recycling efforts, address the
issue of toxicity of MSW (in consultation with the DEP), and offer recom(co11rin11e,Ion page 8)

Solid Waste Policy Task Force
After what proved to be an extremely contentious task force composition and process, the Task Force Reviewing State Solid Waste Management Policy submitted its report to the
Legislature on January 14. The report
offers these conclusions and recommendations:

1. The timeline and establishment
process for the development of a stateowned solid waste disposal facility.
When SPO finds that 4 years of landfill
capacity remain, or if there is only one
remaining facility, it will recommend
the development of the Carpenter Ridge
facility.
2. Host couwumity benefits. The
host community benefits described in
statute forstate-owned facilities should
be expanded to apply to commercial
solid waste disposal facilities.

3. The development of commercial solid waste facilities and the economic competitiveness of commercial
facilities. The prohibition on the development of new commercial Solid
Waste Disposal Facilities should continue.
4. The appropriateness of devel-

oping regional disposal facilities to
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RIGHT-TO-KNOW(cont'd)
pers' lobbyist suggested that the term
"commissioned study" could be defined as a report that is paid for but not
completed by a municipal or state employee.
With the proposed amendment, the newspapers wanted to address a circumstance they believe occurs at the local level, albeit rarely,
when a report is shared with a local
board but deliberately given to the custody of the person who wrote the report
so the information will not be released
to the general public.
Others representing private industry testified "neither for not against"
the bill. These industry representatives were concerned with the confidentiality of the reports, such as income, salary and employment levels,
that they are currently required lo submit to the state. Under the definition of
"commissioned study", they believed
that the confidentiality of their reports
could be jeopardized.
The work session on LD 2268 will
be held on Wednesday, January 26° at
I :30 PM. (KD)

LEGISLATIVE HEARINGS
a Cost-sharing Formula in a School Administralive
(Sponsor: TUTTLE)

NOTE: You should check your newspapers for legal Notices as
there may be changes in the heari,1g schedule. Weekly schedules
and supplements are available at the Senate Office at 1he State
House and at the legislature's web site at ht1p://ja1111s.slale.me.11s/
legis. If you would like to be notified by e-mail of updates to the
schedule and web page, send your name, e-mail address, and a
message that includes "ANP/i UPDATE" to the Senate Webmaster
at wehmasler _senate@slale.me.us.

Inland Fisheries and Wildlife
Capital Room, Augusta Civic Center, 9:30 a.m.
287-1338
LD 2346 - An Act 10 Extend the Time Period for Municipalities
lo Make Recommend;.Hions Concerning Great Pond Surface Use
Restrictions (Sponsor: THOMPSON)

Because the 2nd Legislative Session deals with carry-over bills
that may have already had their public hearing, we are including
the work session schedule for those carry-overs. Although the
public can attend these work sessions, the public does not have the
right to speak at a work session withollt the committee's permission ..

Labor
Room 334, State House, 1:00 p.m.
287-1333
POSTPONED (to be rescheduled at a later time) LD 2390 - An
Act to Targel Public Assistance to Responsible Employers
(Sponsor: DOUGLASS)

Mo11day, Ja11uary 24
Appropriations and Financial Affairs
Columbus Hall, St. Paul Center (Oblate House)
287-1635
The Joint S1anding Commitlee on Appropriations and Financial
Affairs and the various policy commiuees of the Legislature will
be holding public hearings on the .d1afi"Supplemental Budget
Bill," A11Act to Make S11ppleme11tal
Appropriations and Allocations
for the Expenditures of State Govemment and to Cha11geCertain
Provisions of the Law Necessary for the Property Operations of
State Government for the Fiscal Years Ending J1111e
30, 2000 and
}/llle

District

LD 2416- An Acl to Limit the Duration 1hat Businesses May Hire
Employees as Temporary Employees (Sponsor: HATCH)

Legal and Veterans Affairs
Room 436, State House, 1:30 p.m.
287-1310
WORK SESSION: LD 2162 - RESOLUTION, Proposing an
Amendment to the Constitution of Maine 10 Allow Persons with
Mental Illness to Vote (Sponsor: BRENNAN)
WORK SESSION: LD 2293 - An Act to Amend the Laws
Governing Municipal Elec1ions (Sponsor: ABROMSON)

JO, 200/.

9:00 a.m. With the Joinl Standing Commitlee on Education and
Cultural Affairs (287-3125)

LD 2298 - An Act 10Clarify lhe Law Rclaling to the Renewal of
Liquor Licenses (Sponsor: DAGGETT)

Supplemental budget issues dealing with General Purpose Aid to
Educa1ion, school lechnology grants, school renovation and
revolving loan program, etc.

LD 2349-An Act to Allow Video Lottery Terminals (INITIATED
BILL)
Taxation
Council Chambers, Augusta City Center, 1:15 p.m.
287-1552
WORK SESSION: LD 1883 - An Act 10 Ensure that Certain
Land Transfers Accomplished through Stock Transfers are not
Exempt from !he Transfer Tax (Sponsor: MICHAUD)

3:00 p.m. With the Joint Standing Commiuee on Taxa1ion (2871552)
Departmenl of Administralive and Financial Services, Taxation
Issues

Farm and Open Space Reimbursement; Homestead Property Tax
Exemption; Personal Property Tax Reform; Maine Residents
Property Tax Program

Transportation
Piscataquis Room, Augusta Civic Center, 9:30 a.m.
287-4148
LD 2265 - An Act 10 Allow a Person wi1h a Disability to Ride in
Vehicles Being Towed (Sponsor: CARR)

Tuesday, Ja1111ary25
A1>proprialions and Financial Affairs
Columbus Hall, St. Paul Center (Oblate House)
287-1635
"Supplemental Budget Bill"

LD2303 -An Act to Amend Truck Weights (Sponsor: LINDAHL)
(Submitted by the Secretary of State)
LO 2312-An

Act to Amend 1he Mo1or Vehicle Laws (Sponsor:
O'GARA) (Submitted by the Department of Public Safety)

9:00 a.m. Wi1h the Joint Standing Commitlee on Educalion and
Cultural Affairs (287-3125)

LD 2338 - An Act to Clarify the Crosswalk Law (Sponsor:
POWERS)

University of Maine Sys1em and Maine Technical College System

LD 2370 - An Act to Amend Certain Transportation Laws
(Sponsor: PARADIS) (Submitted by the Department of
Transporlation)

11:00 .a.m. Wilh the Joint Standing Commiuee on Labor (2871333)
1:15 p.m. Wilh the Joint Standing Commillee on Business and
Economic Development (287-1331)

LD 2381 - An Act to Ensure Fuel Deliveries by Allowing Fuel
Delivery Vehicles to Travel on Posted Roads (Sponsor:
HARRIMAN)

3:00 p.m. With !he Joint Standing Commi11eeon Marine Resources
(287-4149)

Utilities and Energy
Room 438, State House, 9:00 a.m.
287-4143
WORK SESSION: LD 2294 - An Act to Promote Competition in
(co111itiued
011 page 6)

Education and Cultural Affairs
Room 209, Augusta Armory, 1:00 p.m.
287-3125
LD 2401 - An Acl to Amend the Laws Regarding the Change of

s

